Kanpur to Coimbatore, how textiles
ministry took up PPE kits challenge

New Delhl: In the last week of
March 2020 as India was pear-
Ing up for its Arst lockdown
amild Covid-19 spread, an empo-
wersd Group 2 was rushed by
the Centre to facilitate availa-
bility of medical supplies: N-9&
masks, testing swabs and PPE
K&

A new stindy has now dis
closad that a key step In ensur-
Ing these supplies was o Indt
genise the manufacturing and
setting up of elght pan-india
testing labs This Inclodes
South Indla Textlle Research
Association (SITRA), Colmba-
tore, Ordnance Factory, Kan
pur, Small Arms Factory Kan-
pur, Heavy Vehicles Factory
Chennal, Institute of Nuclear
Medicine and Allled Sclences
(INMAS), Metal and Steel Fac-

stry of extile (MoT) was ap-

potnted in February 2020 to lead
this Infttattve to make India the

During the early days
of indigenization
programme, many PPE
manufacturers raised

concerns regarding the
limited availability of

high-quality PPE fabric
and machineries, the

study points out

manufacturer within 60 days
from the launch of Indigenisa-
tion programme.

Heme's how 1 was done
Firstly, the technical committes
was formed by MoT in Febru-
ary comprising officers from
textile commissioner's office,
medical emergency Tresponse
team and office of drugs con-
trollers. Secondly the team
complled a list of highquality
extile manufscturing compa-
nies on the basis of Inputs from
Industry assoCiations and col
lected samples of wextiles o be
st o SITRA. Thindly, the test
results were reviewed by a tech-
nical experts’ committee (TEC)
fior spocifications on PPE cover:

as part of Indigenisation jour-
nex Fourthly to ensure that
technical specifications under-
g0 and pass ‘synthetic blood
penetration test” amnd fifthly
Hindustan Lifocare Limited
(HLL) tomonitor applicants.
During the earty days of In-
digentzation programme,
many PPE manufaciurers
ralsed concerns reganding the
Imited avallability of high-
quality PPE fabric and machin-
eries, the study points out.
The study lands MoT say-
ing it facilitated prompt coord]-
nation with ministory of ship-
ping for imported machineries,

anything to anywhene was vir-
tually Impossible during
March-May 2020

"The MoT set upa GroupIVv

this task fioroe Involved the fiol-
Iowing. The frst aciivity In-
volvad coondinating with the
Indian missions abroad In

manufacturers were depend-
ent regamding avallability of
raw material or machineries”
the study says. A groupofls0of-
ficers from Centre were de
puted across production units
in India from Uttar Pradesh,
Punjab, Tamil Nadu, Karnata-
Ka and West Bengal among key
states, "All these alficors wens
empowersd under the Esson-
tial Commodities Act, 19657 the
study says. The PPE manufac-
furers were divided Into poo-
graphic dusiers. This Included
Nokda In UP Ludhiana and
Phagwara in Punjab, Ahmeda-
bad and Vadodara in Gujarat,
Tiruppur and Colmbatore in
Tamil Nadu and Bhiwandi in
Maharashtra among other ar-
eas. “We are much competitive
vis- a-vis China as we have the
capability to make PPE kits at
one-third of the cost. These
PPE Kits can be produced at a
cost between Rs 200 and Rs 600
Tiruppur's PPE manufactur-
ers became proficient In deliv-
ering the high-guality and low-
oSt PPEs as compared w0 the
Imports from China,” the study
quotes Raja M Shamuugam,
mresident. Tiruoour EXnorters



