UP to create 20L additional

jobs under centre’s scheme

State To Become Largest Job Provider Under MNREGS
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Lucknow: The UP govern-
ment has planned o chart
put 20 lakh additional jobs
under Mahatma Gandhi
Natlonal Rural Employ-
meént Gilarantee Schome
(MNREGS) In the New Year
to become the largest provl-
der of jobs under the Cent-
re's flagship scheme in the
country The scheme had
turned out to be the mains-
tay In provisioning jobs toa
large number of migrants
who came back to the state
after belng hit by the corona
induced lockdown earlier
this year.

The rural development
department has planned to
enrol 20 lakh labourers in

the labour department and
get them 100 days employ-
ment under MNREGS by
March 31 next year. This
will be in addition to the ex-
Isting 1.70 crore MNREGS
jobs which thestate govern-
ment managed to create In
the current ye-
ar since April.
The applicants
petting enrolled in the sche-
me would also make them
eligible to get beneflts un-
der 17 programmes, Inciu-
ding labourer scholarship
student award, Infant wel-
fare scheme, construction
workers® girl support sche-
me, fiood help scheme, medl-
cal treatment scheme, girls
marriage scheme and hou-
sing support scheme.

MAJOR PUSH

Additlonal commissio-
ner, MNREGS, Yopesh Ku-
mar said thatof the 1.70cro-
re labourers the depart.
ment has sorted out 20 lakh
labourers who completed
100 days of employment.
“The department would get
these wor-
kers enrol-
led with the
labour department till
March 31 next year,” hesald.
Kumar said that the depart-
ment managed to create a
record by provisioning
MNREGS jobs for people of
5 lakh families In the state.
This was 60% more than in
2018-20 when 53 lakh famiill-
es were coverad under the
scheme. Before that in 2016
17 around 50 lakh families

were provided MNREGS
jobs. Significantly, the wa-
ges under the scheme in ca-
s¢ of UP Increased from Ks
189 per day to Rs 202 per day
this yearonly.

Kumar said that the lar-
pe scale reverse migration
it the peak of Corona trig-
gered lock down essentially
contributed to the Increase
In the numberof people get-
ting jobs under MNREGS.
Except for Ghazlabad, the
scheme 1s applicable In 74
disirices of Uttar Pradesh.
“The state government was
able to provide MNREGS
jobs in 826 blocks and 59,000
gram panchayats. This way
people got employment clo-
s to thelr house ltself,” he
sald.



