Varanasi bags top rank in smart
cities’ list for project execution
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Varanasl: In a remarkable
feat, Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modl's parllamenta-
ry constituency Varanasl
has bagged the first position
among the 100 smartclties of
the country in project imple-
mentation on the basis of
completed and progressive
ONgoIng projects,

Bhopal 1s ranked second,
followed by Surat on third
and Ahmedabad on the fo-
urth rung in the list. Two mo-
re cities from Uttar Pradesh
are in the top 10 of the list,
with Agra on seventh and
Kanpuron elghth.

Varanas! municipal com-

missioner Gaurang Rathi
told TOI on Saturday, “The
clty has won the distinction
of getting top rank for per-
forming well in the execu
tion of development pro
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Kanpur, Agra
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10 cities too
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raranasl Smart Clty Lim-
ited spokesperson Shak-
ambhari Nandan Son

thalla told TOI, “The Union
ministry of housing and urban
affairs released the first quar-
ter ranking of smart citles on
Friday As perthe Geographical
Management Information Sys-
tem (GMIS)data, other citles In
the topl0 are Indore (fifth), Sa-
lem (sixth), Agra (seventh),
Kanpur (elghth), Dehradun
(ninth)and Davangere (10th).”

Varanasi was on 13th posi
tion In January 2020, and had
Jumped to the seventh position
in August 2020 ranking list, he
adde. The development projects
in Varanasl under the Smart
City scheme have been going on
at afast pace and dedication.

At present, a total of 29 pro-
Jects worth Rs 586 crore, Includ-
ing Godowlla multilevel park-
ing, development of six model
wanrds, redevelopment of Khid-
Kiya Ghat, advance survell-
lance camera system for securt-
ty, park and parking in Benia-
bagh are In progress, while 16
projects worth Rs 261 crore have
been completed and tenders Is-
sued for three projects worth Rs
157 crore.

jects. The ranking has been
done on the basis of comple-
ted projects and progress of
ongoling projects.”
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