Purvanchal’s economy back on
track with e-way;, airports & biz
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Lucknow: Considered among
thebackward areas of the state
for years, Purvanchal appears
to be on its way to recovery. An
expressway connecting it with
Delhi, two airports, including
an International one at Kushi-
nagar and promotion of local
produce and handicraft have
opened up the region to Invest-
ments and job opportunities.
In a surge of infrastructu-
ral work, the region is being
linked to other parts of the sta-
te and to Delhi via the Purvan-
chal Expressway. Chief Mini-
ster Yogl Aditvanath has said
that it is crucial to open up the
region through easy connecti-
vity in order to bring invest-
ment into the region. The pro-
ject 1s about 80% complete and
will be operational within this
yvear. It will start from village
Haideria on National High-
way-31, 18km before the UP-Bi-
har border and cover a length
of 340.824 kms toend at village
Chandsaral on the Lucknow-
Sultanpur road in Lucknow
district. From here it will con-
nect with the Lucknow-Agra

Expressway, giving it direct

IMPORTANT PROJECTS IN PURVANCHAL

» Purvanchal Expressway,
to be inaugurated in 2021

» Gorakhpur Link Eway at
a cost of ¥5,800cr I
» Ganga Expressway

» Kushinagar Airport to
be inaugurated in 2021

» State university in
Azamgarh

» Renovation of Chauri
Chaura Memorial

connectivity with Delhl. The

proposed Ganga Expressway
which 1s planned till Prayag-
r4j, 1s also liKely to beextended

to Varanasl and will connect
the district directly with the
Delhi border up to Meerut and
further onto Haridwar.

Along with this, the Kushi-
nagar Airport is being develo-
ped as an international alrport
and is set to be Inaugurated
shortly. Kushinagar serves as
an important site for Budd-
hists. With a focus on develo-
ping religlous tourism in the
state, Purvanchal becomes a
crucial segment in the Budd-

» Satellite centre of KGMU at
Balrampur

» Garment hub in Gorakhpur

» Har Ghar Nal scheme for piped
water by mid-2021

» AlIMS Gorakhpur was made
operational in 2019

hist circuit and Kushinagar
will serve as the entry point for
visitors, especially foreign tou-
rists. As aresult, major proper-
ty development has also star-
ted in the area.

Under religious tourlsm,
theother clity to get attention 1s
Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di's Lok Sabha constituency of
Varanasl. These two districts
attract about 65% of thestate’s
annual tourist Inflow Along
with the Kashi Vishwanath
corridor, ghats have been spru-
ced up while various projects
are in the implementation sta-
gefor cleaning of the Ganga.

Varanasi 1s also being pro-
moted as ahub for agriexports
and will be getting an interna-
tional level pack house. The
pack house is a facility where
agricultural produce is recei-
ved and packaged or processed
before being shipped or distri-
buted. Additional Chief Secre-
tary MSME Navneet Sehgal sa-
id that export of produce like
Banarsi mango, black rice
from the Sldharthnagar belt
and green chillies has gone up
and Varanasi will become the
hub for such exports.

To promote investments in
the area, the government has
offered special beneflts under
all its sectoral policlesforunits
being set up In Bundelkhand
and Purvanchal.

Under a special project, Go-
rakhpur 1is also being develo-
ped as garment hub. In addi-
tion to this, food processing
units are also being promoted
as the region has extensive far-
ming of bananas and potatoes.
To address the problem of wa-
ter supply, the government will
be extending the ‘Har Ghar
Nal’ scheme to Purvanchal In
the second phase of the pro-
gramme by the middle of 2021.
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