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---ttar Pradesh is 
poised to enter a 
ne\v age with its 
bold a1nbition to 
create a triliion

dollar economy. This \Vill not 
onlytransfor1n UP, butalso gi
ve a boost to India's position 
in the \vorld. 

If UP. starting ft·on1 a lo
wer base Uian other Indian 
states, manages to gl'O\V to a 
trillion-dollar econo1ny, pro
portionately, India itself, tho
ugh growing less quickly ove
rall, should beco1ne at least a 
10 trillion-dollar economy. 

If such a herculean task is 
achieved, the credit rnust go 
to the work ethics, dedication 
and vision of UP chlef mini
ster Yogi Adityanath. Whate
ver be the outconie, lhe CM 
cannot be faulted for lacking 
ambition. 

Major economic develop
ments have already prepared 
the ground. Among the 
changes Uiat the CM has af
fected in the past five years, 
improvement in la\v and or
der is the most important. 

He has shown that peace 
and amity can be achieved 
with political \Vill and Uie ad
ministrative apparatus is ab
le to respond with appropria
te measures toensure it. 

The critical areas of poli
cy measures have been the 
creation of physical and in
dustrial infrastructure in UP, 
Cro1n major road net\vorks, 
airports, defence corridors 
and new AITMS in Gorakh
pu.r, and Rae Bareli. Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi is 
also launching 1,500 projects 
\vorth Rs 70 lakh crore to pro
pel UP towards the trillion
dollar GSDP goal. 

Underlying the UP's eco
nomic policy is the priority 
accorded to equity and the 
\velfare of the least privile
ged people, irrespective of 
their social and religious 
identity. Such a perspective is 
in accord \Vith Uie develop
ment policies of the PM. 

Public \Velfare is central 
to Adityanath'sadministrati
ve policy. He has proved thatit 
is essential to connect with 
people at a personal, human 
level. That is \Vby be is focu
sed on Uie most a111billous set 
of public service reform that 
any government inUttarPra
desb bas widertaken - disci
pline. 

Yogi has directed tehsil-
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dars, SDMs, SHOs, cos and 
other officers to stay in the 
area of their posting. Offici
als in the stateareno\v e>q>ec
ted to practise\vhat Yogi prac
tises and preaches. 

Since being re-elected in 
March, Yogi Adityanath's ad
1ninistration has taken nu
meroussteps in i tsfirstlOOda
ys to signal a renewed com
1nibnent to governance and 
focus on creatingjobs, impro· 
ving infrastructure. and at
tracting investlnent. 

Welfare schemes like gi
ving free ration under the 
Pradhan Nlant:ri Garib Kaly· 

an Yojana, free medical treat
ment and cash transfers to 
the poor, farmers and women 
through DBT have ensured 
confidence of people in his 
ad111inistration. Tl1is has pro
ved to be a major reason for 
the return to tJower of an in
cun1bent political party for 
the first ti1ne in 37 years. 

WiUi the use of modern 
tecl1nology, efficient manage
1nent and clear policies, the 
UP goverrunenl is working to 
improve the state's ranking 
in the 'Ease of Living' index. 
To ensure this, the govern
ment has adopted a "perform 
orperish" rule, implying that 
anyone \vho lags behind in 
performing their duties \Vill 
have lo make way for others. 

Ministers have been advi
sed to 1naintain punctuality 
and ensure that files are not 
pending. They have also been 
asked to reduce ei.-penditures 
on renovation of ministerial 
bungalows and office furni
tureandwill nolongerbeallo
\Ved to hire personal staff of 
their choice. Instead, they 
\vill be allotted staff tlu·ough 
a digital lottery systeni. Furt
hern1ore, ministers will have 
to spend niore time on-gro
w1d and to be in sync withpe
ople's problen1s andfind solu
tions. 

To accelerate economic 
gl·owth in UP and ensure that 
its fruits reach everyone, 
especially the underprivile
ged, some key issues that 
highlight government efforts 
might be underlined. The 
fu·st is regulatory and admi
nistrative reform to create an 
environment that incenlivi
ses and propels economic ac
tivity. 

The secondpolicy is to set 
up infrastructure that facili· 
tatesbusinessactivityand ea
ses the condition of ordinary 
people, an area \Vhere the go
vernment has been excelling 
unprecedentedly despile Co
vid-19 pandemic. 

The third leg or govern
ment policy measuresis to re
ach out to people \vith multi
ple schemes \Vhile the trans
ition to prosperity proceeds 
and createjobsforall through 
appropriate policy measures. 

One of the key areas that 
is likely to become establis
hed is a \vhole portfolio of po
Ucies to improve rw·aJ inco
mes \vi thout\vhich the rest of 
the economy will stall becau
seof a lack of gl'O\ving domes
tic demand. The agricultural 
sector's productivity \Vill bea 
vital area or policyto ralse in
comes. 

An importantmeasurefor 
iJnproving rural productivi
ty and incomes \V ill be marke
ting, with attention to gl'O· 
\Ving and profitable markets 
and productsand interiln sto
rage facilities to cw·tail \Vas
te. 

All of this \Vill require fi
nance and a determined ef
fort will ensue, \Vithout any 
harsh impact on employees, 
to eliminate losses in public 
utilities and enterprises. 
Oilier \Vays to flnanee it 
might be to reform andmone
tise pubIic assets and rnarket 
publicbondslinkedtogrowth 
rather than a fixed return. 
1'hereisrecognitionof a need 
to improve secondary school 
performance and provide qu
ality vocational training in 
conjunction \Vith the private 
sector. 

This \Villcreatetheskilled 
\vorkforce essential for eco
nomic activity and prosperi
ty. This is ho\v UP \Vil! aspire 
to become a trillion-dollar 
econoniy. 

(The writer is professor of 
international political econo
my at the London School of 
Econon1ics and Political Sci
ence/or over two decades) 




