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Gujarat, UP, Five Other States Ainong
Top Achievers In 'Ease Of Doing
Business' Ranking

Himachal Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha, Uttarakhand and Uttar Pradesh have
been categorised as Achievers in the ranking
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In the category of emerging business ecosystems, there are 11 states and UTs, including Delhi, Puducherry and Tripura

Press Trust of India °
UPDATED: 30 JUN 2022 5:04 PM

Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat and Telangana are among the seven states
categorised as top achievers in the ranking of states and Union
Territories based on the implementation of the business reform action
plan 2020, according to a report released by Finance Minister Nirmala

Sitharaman on Thursday.

Haryana, Karnataka, Punjab and Tamil Nadu are the other states on the

list of top achievers.

Himachal Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha, Uttarakhand

and Uttar Pradesh have been categorised as Achievers in the ranking.

The broader aim of the exercise is to boost investor confidence, foster a
business-friendly climate and augment the ease of doing business across
the country by introducing an element of healthy competition through a
system of assessing states based on their performance in the

implementation of Business Reforms Action Plan (BRAP).
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The Aspires category too includes seven states, including Assam, Kerala
and Goa. Other states in this section are Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand,
Kerala, Rajasthan and West Bengal.

In the category of emerging business ecosystems, there are 11 states and

UTs, including Delhi, Puducherry and Tripura.

Andaman and Nicobar, Bihar, Chandigarh, Daman and Diu, Dadra and
Nagar Haveli, Jammu and Kashmir, Manipur, Meghalaya, Nagaland, and

Tripura are the other states and UTs in this section.

The commerce and industry ministry has this time changed the system
of ranking by making it category-based - top achievers, achievers,
aspires, and emerging business ecosystems - against the earlier practice
of announcing ranks.

Secretary in the Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal
Trade (DPIIT) Anurag Jain said the difference between various
states/UTs was so little that it did not make sense to rank them but

rather put them in various categories.

The BRAP 2020 includes 301 reform points covering 15 business
regulatory areas, such as access to information, single window system,

labour and land administration.

118 new reforms were included to further augment the reform process.
Sectoral reforms with 72 action points spread across nine sectors like
trade license, healthcare, legal metrology. and cinema halls were

introduced for the first time to expand the scope of the reform agenda.

Speaking at the function, Sitharaman said that the nature of reforms had
undergone change since 1991 and the reforms, which are now taking

place, are responsive.

"Unlike the reforms of 1991, which were given to us for implementation,
there is no compulsion now. The objective is to see what will bring out
improvement in systems and ensure better lives for us. An element of

nudge has been brought into every layer of the government,’ she said.

Nudging can not come only from the government and the industry has a

big role to play there, the finance minister said.

She also emphasised the need for capacity building at all levels so that

efficiency can be further improved.

Citing example of benefits of capacity building, Sitharaman said, ‘I can
speak for the Department of Revenue, which in the name of wanting to
bring efficiency in the revenue collection, has spent a lot of time with the

states to improve and build capacities”.

That is why we find GST collection is going up, she said, adding, "It is
going up, not just because people are paying more tax but also loopholes

are plugged and also unroll, unregistered, unassessed people coming on

board”.

Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal said the assessment has
evolved from evidence-based to 100 per cent feedback in a multilingual

format.

He said also that the purpose of this BRAP exercise is to infuse a culture
of learning from each other’s best practices and improve upon the
business climate in each State/UT with a unified objective for India to

emerge as the most favoured investment destination across the globe.

"The process started in 2014 has started bearing fruit as we go along.
Rather than ease of doing business being limited to a few areas, few cities
and few businesses, we are seeing it being reflected across the country

through the spirit of competitive federalism and also of collaboration, he

added.

The DPIIT, since 2014, has been assessing states/UTs based on their
performance in the implementation of prescribed reforms in the BRAP

exercise.

So far, assessments of states/UTs have been released for the years 2015,
2016, 2017-18, 2019 and 2022.

Jain also asked the states to identify minor provisions, which can be

decriminalised to reduce the compliance burden.

"We have requested states to look very closely at
decriminalisation...Make it a civil penalty or compoundable for minor

violations," he added.

Commenting on the rankings, Fintech company IOUX co-founder Vineet
K Sachdev said IOUX would like to engage more closely with all state

governments and public institutions to improve ease of doing business

(EODB).

"The Digital India Vision of our government is a master stroke to leapfrog
our country in EoDB rankings, he said, adding that IOUX has brought
innovative solutions to the biggest pain point of delayed payments of
MSMEs.



