Expressways To Propel Overall Growth
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E-ways also sites
of UP’s industrial
devpt: Awasthi
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<4 the means to connect a

splace with the rest of the
state but in UF, they are also
being developed as the sites
of industrial growth, said
UPEIDA CEO Awanish
Awasthi at The Times of In-
dia's ‘Expressway to Tril-
lion Dollar Economy Con-

]_‘xpm&iau'ayﬁ are not just

re

“ UP is the largest
state and requires
connectivity that brings
areas closer. Roads play
a critical role in nation
and state building

AWANISH AWASTHI
UPEIDA CEO

clave' on Friday

Discussing how the major
expresswavs in the state have
actually been conceived wit-
hin the industry department,
Awasthisaid that Chief Mini-
ster Yogi Aditvanath has as-
ked for four industrial estates
to be established along the
Purvanchal Expressway and
two along the Bundelkhand
EXperssway.

“Although we are in the
business of making express-
ways as road, the essential
idea is to build industrial are-
as along expressways and
that is the challenge before
us. Now that the Purvanchal
and Bundelkhand Express
ways have been completed,
the second phase of the chal-
lenge is to develop industrial
areas along them.” he said.

Awasthisaid that the Bun-
delkhand Expressway would

also serve the crucial role of

connecting the rest of the sta-
te with the upcoming defence
corridor via Jalaun-Jharotha
link at Jhansi.

“Infrastructure like ex-
pressways, defence corri
dors, industrial and logistics
areas lead to growth of the
economy, in fact 20% growth.
On Thursday, the Niti Aavog
CEQO and other members met
the CM and together they ha-
ve undertaken the task of
achieving the goal of making
UPaUSDI trillion economy;,™
hesaid.

Awasthi spoke about the
global Investors’ summit
planned for January 2023 and
said that infrastructure, espe-
cially roads and expressways,
would have an important role
to play in helping the state re-
alise its goal of getting Bs 10
lakh crore as investment.

Calling expressways the
“gpirit of national integra-
tion"”, Awasthi explained that
a road connects any place to
therestof thestate, leading to
its integration with the co-
untry "“The distance between
Lucknow and Azamgarh,
which would earlier take 5-8
hours by road, can now be co-
vered in 2.5 hours due to the
Purvanchal Expressway,” he
said.

“Similarly, the Bundelk:
hand Expressway has hro
ught Bundelkhand closer to
the rest of the state. The
Ganga Expressway will con-
nect Meerut with Prayagraj
and bring east and west UP
closer. UP is the largest state
and requires connectivity
that brings areas closer. Ko-
ads play a critical role in na-
tion and state building,” he
said, adding that with other
expresswayscomingupinthe
gtate, including those being
built by the National Highwa-
vs Authorityvof India, UPwas
looking at a very positive fu-
ture.
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