‘Al’ to push milk production

In UP by 60 lakh litres per day

Drive From Barabanki On Nov 15, To Cover 75 Dists By Feb
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Lucknow: In one of the big-
gest drives in recent times,
the Yogi Adityanath govern-
ment will attempt conduc-
ting 75 lakh artificial inse-
mination in the bovine po-
pulace within a span of 100
days.

Coinciding with the 75th
year of Independence (Aza-
di Ka Amrit Mahotsav), the
drive will be kicked off on
November 15 from Baraban-
ki and will cover all 75 dis-
tricts in the state by Februa-
ry 25 next year. “We expect
good results from the propo-
sed campaign,” said additio-
nal chief secretary, animal
husbandry department,
Rajneesh Dubey.

Expertssaid that the pro-
ject 1s expected to increase
the high milk yielding bovi-
ne population (cows and buf-
faloes) by around 30 lakh (gi-
ven the efficacy of artificial
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insemination process). This
in turn is estimated to incre-
ase milk production in the
state from the existing aro-
und 90 lakh litres per day to
150 lakh litres per day - that
isariseof around60lakh lit-
res per day.

Uttar Pradesh happens
to be the highest milk produ-
cer in the country, accoun-
ting for 16% of the total milk
produced nationally Howe-
ver, the per capita milk avai-
lability in the state (384
grams)islessthanthenatio-

nal average of 400 grams.
“The drive is expected to
ramp up milk production in
the state and make it self-
sufficient,” said Arvind
Singh, chief executive offi-
cer, Livestock Development
Board (LDB). He said that
thecampaign willentail free
service at the doorsteps of
the animal owner.

The campaign happens
to be the part of Nationwide
Artificial Insemination Pro-
gramme (NAIP) of the Cent-
re. This is part of ‘Rashtriya
Gokul Mission” which was
launched in December 2014
with an aim of enhancing
milk production and pro-
ductivity of the bovine po-
pulation along with the fo-
cus on conservation and de-
velopment of indigenous
breeds.

During 2019-20, the NAIP
was conducted nationally in
605 districts having less
than 50% artificial insemi-

nation coverage. This pri-
marily covered 300 villages
in the chosen districts. Un-
der the programme, more
than 50 lakh bovine were in-
seminated with semen of
high genetic merit bulls.

Experts said that Al is
one of the key strategies to
increase the productivity of
bovines by upgrading their
genetic potential. At pre-
sent, the average artificial
Insemination coverage 1s
around 30%. The rest of the
70% are either left un-bred
or bred with scrub bulls
with unknown genetic me-
rit. “Low artificial insemi-
nation indicates the poor
implementation of the bree-
ding programme,” experts
said.

Hence, it was decided to
carry out artificial insemi-
nation in a mission mode in
districts having less than
50% coverage. Thisincluded
113 aspirational districts.



