Roads linking cities & towns
to expressways to be widened
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Lucknow: Roads linking
towns and cities to state ex-
pressways are going to be wi-
dened through the State Ro-
ad Fund (SRF) during the
current fiscal year. A day af-
ter the SRF
manage-
ment com-
mittee, over-
seeing the
corpus amo-
unting to Rs
9,000 crore,
held its meeting, the Public
Works Department (PWD)
decided its priority areas.
While Rs 3,000 crore out
of the sanctioned corpus is
going to be utilised on main-
tenance of the existing road
network and pre-sanctioned
road projects, theremaining
Rs 2,500 crore will be used for
widening and strengthening

of the existingroad network.

PWD minister Jitin Pra-
sada has instructed officials
to see if the road works wit-
hin the key cities and urban
centres of the state could be
executed as per guidelines
stipulated by smart city mis-
sion for building smart ro-
ads. “We will earmark space
for underground ducts and
utilities while planning new
roads,” said engineer-in-chi-
ef and head of the depart-
ment, AK Jain.

The department is also
going to direct engineers de-
puted in the field to revisit
the entry and exit points of
the expressways and check
the width of connecting ro-
ads that lead to the city, town
and villages. The scope of
the repair work for such ro-
ad stretches will be revised
accordingly and a budget
will be provided towiden the

connecting roads as per the
traffic volume. During high-
level meetings, Uttar Pra-
desh Expressways Industri-
al Development Authority
has pointed out the low ri-
dership issues it has been fa-
cing due to poor feeder rou-
tes from the high-speed cor-
ridors which are deterring
vehicle owners from taking
the expressways in some lo-
cations.

“For instance the Tal-
gram exit on the Lucknow-
Agra expressway is not that
wide at present. It goes on to
connect Grand Trunk road
at some distance,” said a se-
nior officer. Emphasis is on
augmenting the infrastruc-
ture around expressways as
in the years to come the state
expects increased industrial
and logistics and warehou-
sing activity in such loca-
tions.



