UP to give industry status
to M-sand production units

Step To Help Curb lllegal Sand Mining & Reducing Pollution
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Lucknow: In an environ-
ment-friendly step, the Uttar
Pradesh government has de-
cided to give MSME industry
status to manufactured sand
(M-sand) units.

The step aims at promo-
ting the use of M-sand which
has emerged as sustainable
option for natural river sand,
curbing illegal sand mining
and reducing waste genera-
ted from coal mines (called
coal overburden) which occu-
pies and pollutes land.

M-sand is made by crus-
hing large stones into fine
particles, which are then cle-
aned and finely graded. M-
sand can bemade in many wa-
yssuch asusing coal overbur-
den.

MSME department offici-
als said the Yogi Aditvanath
government would introduce
a policy to promote M-sand
which would entail exten-
ding of MSME status to pro-
duction units.

“M-sand units will get all
benefits like power subsidies

WHAT IS M-SAND?
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and mineral royalties provi-
ded under MSME fram-
ework,” the official said, ad-
ding that the final draft of M-
Sand Policy, prepared after
long stakeholder consulta-
tionsled by department of mi-
ning and geology, will be pla-
ced before the cabinet soon.
The government aims to

then cleaned and finely graded.
Besides being environmentall

with several benefits a

ry
*
A‘ .

Consistency A~ 1 Curbs mining
¢ which is known to adversely affect
'-‘ river health and biota

Requires less water
in construction projects as it does

not require washing before use

Produced in large
quantities at a
lower cost

buy 25% of M-sand produced
in the state through enginee-
ring departments. The pur-
chase would be increased gra-
dually.

Additional director, direc-
torateof geology andmining,
Vipin Kumar Jain said: “The-
re 1s a provision for capital
subsidy, and exemption of

stamp duty and interest. In
Bundelkhand and Purvan-
chalregions, 25% capital sub-
sidy will be given to micro
units, 20% to small units and
15% to medium enterprises,
while in Madhyanchal and
Paschimanchal, it will be
20%,15% and 10%, respective-

He added that 100% stamp
duty exemption will be given
for Bundelkhand and Pur-
vanchal and 75% for Madhy-
anchal and Paschimanchal
regions.

There is also a plan to pro-
vide interest subsidies of up
to 50% to micro-enterprises
with a capping of Rs 25 lakh
for5years. Thereisalsoapro-
vision for mineral royalty,
under which royalty exemp-
tion will be provided on sour-
ce rock.

Union coal ministry has
launched a special campaign
to promote M-sand from coal
overburden through Coal In-
dia Ltd (CIL). Experts said
that besides being environ-
ment friendly, M-sand conta-
ins lesser impurities and has
more strength.



