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Making land available at concessional rates to set up
industries, says UP minister

By HT Corresposdent
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Uttar Pradesh has 37.7% of all the expressways of the country; seven new
OMNES COMINE Up, We hope Ganga E-waywill be completed before 2025
Mahakumbh in Prayagraj: Mand Gopal Gupta

LIF indsstrial deveiopment minister Mand Gope! Gupta (HT Phata)

LUCKNOW The UP government, which made a record of sorts dlaiming to
attract investments of 137 Lakh crore at the UP Global Investars’
Summit-2023, is now preparing to implement these investment proposals.
State industrial development minister Nand Gopal Gupta "Nandi’ speaks to
HT about the preparations and the issues that are being taken care of abead
of 2024 Lok Sabha elections, Excerpts:

3 When will the ground-breaking ceremany be arganised?

A We propose 1o hold the ground-breaking ceremony in the next three to

four months, around Diwali, Preparations are on toimy proposals of
T10lakh crore. Of these. proposals of 74,68 lakh crore are ready.

0 Do you have land to give to the industry?

A There is na problem. We have been able fo allot land to investors as and
when there is a demand. We have already allotted land to many.

' What about the bottlenecks?

AWe are in the process of removing the hottlenecks. The state government
has recently appointed a nodal officer for the purpose of identification of
land of industrial units that are shut. and how the same land could be used to
set up new industrial units, Anil Sagar (special secretary, Infrastructure and
industrial development departrment) is the nodal officer. There are cases
wherein a small patch of land belonging to scheduled caste/scheduled tribe
falls hetween the patch of land identified for industry. We are working to
find a salution to this. Such land will be bought, and afternate land will be
provided to the swners to ensure that the patch of land earmarked for
industry is free.

) What about the cost of land?

AWe are making land available to the industry at concessional rates. The
carversion cost and the development charges have to be brought down. As
of now. about T80 |akh is added as charges to land valuing 71 crore, This
should be brought down to 1% to 2% of the land cost.

QWhat about expressways?

AUttar Pradesh has 37.7% of all the expressways of the country, Seven new
expressways, including the Ganga Expressway from Prayagraj to Meerut, are
coming up. We hope Ganga Fxpressway will be completad before 2025
Mahakumbh in Prayagraj. After completion of the new expressways, UP's
share will be 50% of the iotal expressways in the country.

0 The Samajwadi Party appears to be your main target on social media?

Al am not targeting the Samajwadi Party alone on social media. | also attack
other parties including the BSF | read each and every word of my posts..at
times, the contant is edited 10 to 20 times. | post the content or re-twest the
twessts after weighing the pros and cons.

@ Your Tweets are witty. Do you compose them or your team?

A Ask my team [minister gestures towards his media consultant standing
behind him), Sir composes all tweets (replies the media consultant).

(0 Your take on the opposition jolning hards?

A'INDIA has no future. Everybody who loves india favours the BIP's
palicies, You can condusct a survey of sorts, even myour Family, and you will
get the answer,

Q Where will the BSP go?

A BSP chief Mayawati's gread for money is leading to the downfall of her
party.

G our take on 2024 Lok Sabha elections?

A The Lok Sabha elections in 2024will be fought on the popularity of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, Chief minister Yogi Adityanath has taken
development to the grassroots level, and this will help the BIP in Uttar
Pradesh. The double engine gowvernment [Maodi and Yogi governments) has
made BIP's jousrney in 2024 Lok Sabha elections easier.

€} Are you mohilising traders?

Al am Fulfilfing the responsibility the party has given me. There are 7,623
bazars in UF. and we have appeinted bazar pramukh for every such market.

) What is the government daing to address the GST issuss?

A 5T issues have been resobved by and large, but there is a need for
improvement. We have addressed around 805 to B5% issues related to GST.
Traders come to me with their issues (refated to G5TL | discuss them with
Suresh Khanna (finance minlster, U.R. government] as he a member of the
GST Council. GST is a subject of the central government and all issues
related withit could only be sddressed at the GST council's meeting. So, it
will take some time to address them,

C Are the organisations of traders stifl active?

AWe have not shut shops of other feaders of traders. We are doing our job
better than others.

Q. Doyou still fesl a threat to your life after the July 12, 2010, incident in
wihich you wers injured in a bomb attack in Prayagraj?

A Intha Yogi government, criminals nead to fear. In this government, there is
na compromise with the law and arder situation. Butif you ask me on the
personzl front, | have a life threat. In that incident (bomb attack), 16 people
ware arrested and trial is going o Under the Samapwadi Party government,
a palice officer (then O Rajesh Sahani) had to cling on to the bonnet of a
jeep driven by $P workers (May 31, 2008},



