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Jaipur: Trade ministers
from G20 nations agreed to a
‘Jaipur Call for Action’ to bo-
ost information flow to small
businesses to increase their
participation, while seeking
to build a ‘generic fram-
ework’ for mapping global va-
lue chains, cautioning aga-
inst concentration of suppli-
ersand markets.

In addition, 10 high level
principles on digitisation of
trade documents were also
agreed upon as countries se-
ek to reduce the cost of tra-
ding across borders.

Although a communi-
gue could not be issued gi-
ven the divergent position
on Ukraine with Russia and
China sticking to their
stands, and the G7 seeking
to highlight the conflict,
commerce and industry mi-
nister Piyush Goyal told re-
porters that the contents of
the outcome document and
the chairs summary were
decided unanimously.

“Every country has agre-
ed to all the issues... only pa-
ragraph 32, which is less
than a quarter of a page out
of a17-page document, is an

Commerce minister Piyush
Goyal at G20 trade ministers’
meet in Jaipur

area where we could not get
consensus for obvious rea-
sons,” the minister said. Sin-
ce the first G20 ministerial
meeting under India’s presi-
dency, a meeting of finance
ministers and central bank
governors in Bengaluru, the
Ukraineconflict hasdrivena
wedge between the members
of the all-powerful alliance.
In the coming years, Goy-
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al said, various agencies will
work on putting together the
framework to implement the
decisions. The move on glo-
bal value chains, Goyal said,
will help all developing co-
untries and cited theexample
of mobile manufacturing in
India, arguingthat it will help

create a production eco-sy-
stem and also generate jobs
and investment.

The minister underli-
ned the importance of
MSMEs, an issue that was
flagged by PM Narendra
Modi on Thursday. “There
are concerns over Big Tech
and its dominance. Equal
and affordable access for all
has to be ensured,” he said
at the closing press confe-
rence. The push is in line
with the government’s initi-
atives such as ONDC and
UPI, which are open source
frameworks offeringease to
consumersaswellasalevel-
playing field to businesses.

The outcome document
took note of the uncertain
near-term outlook for global
trade and investments and
underlined the need for “ru-
les-based, non-discriminato-
ry, fair, open, inclusive, equi-
table, sustainable and trans-
parent multilateral system,
with WTO at its core”.

It also called for a predic-
table and transparent regi-
me for services trade, with
easier rules for movement of
professionals across borders
— an issue which is of parti-
cular interest to India.



