A prosperous UP holds the key to India’s
big economic leap

UIP needs specialized industries inte electranics component design, defence parts and pharina
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A prosperous UP holds the key to India's big econamic bap
V isit any city of Uttar Pradesh on any given day, utespective of the tune, the chances are that
you will netice a marked difference from what it was around a decade back. From Noida to
Agrra and Kanpur to Banaras, you will find glittering markets, malls and business actuvities
everywhere. Talk to anyone in the State and the individual is bound to assert that the law and
order situation is perfectly fine.

Welcome to new TP, whicl: is aftvacting towrists and in s in hordes ad
are progressing thick and fast.

Chief Mmister Yogi Adityanath is spot on when he says that his state has moved out of the
BIMARWU category and is on its way to becoming a “saksham™ state. Yogi's remarks come in
the wake of NITT Aavor indicating recently said across Indiz, around 13.3 erore people moved
out of multi-dimensional poverty between 2015-16 and 2019-21,

The districts with maximum reduction in poverty in the siate are Maharajganj (29.64%), Gonda
(29.559), Balrampur (27.9%). Kaushambi (25.75%), Lakhimpur Kheri {25.33%5), Shravasti
(24.42%), Jaunpur (26 65%), Basti (23 36%), Ghazipur (22.83%), Kushinagar (22 26%). and
Chitrakoot {21.40%). Those whe know UP would tell you that these districts were really in a
ixcd shape.

The Bimar {sick in Hindi) acronym has ofien been used to refer to Bihar, Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh, usuaily to imply that these states lagged in terms of economic
growth, bealth care. education, and other indices.

Growth m Uttar Pradesh, with 1ts large population and low per-capita income. is vital for Indis
o reach its $10 willion goal and transforming itself. With the new delimitation underway. the
siate will be more politically important than today.

Transforming UP to play a larger nation-building role in India's economic path requires a new
majectory of prowih focusing on muliiple layers within its society and dypamnic political
leadership. India can succeed as a major political power if Uttar Pradesh leads the way. UP
needs specialized industries like electronics conpenent desion. defence pats imanufacnuing
and pharmaceuticals with a significant R&D and IP production component for higher value.

Citing the Niti Aayog report, the Adityanath-led govemment claimed that the State had
regisierad the maximumn drop in the number of poor ameng all States and Union Terntories
(UTs) from 2015-2016 1o 2019-2021. The National Multidimensional Poverty Index has
revealed that of the | 3.3 crore people overcoming mnliidimensional poverty during this period.
Around 5.43 crore people from the State got out poverty, which is a staggerng number.

Having taken estimates from all States, UTs and 707 adminstrative districts, the report poimted
out that the sharpest reduction in multidimensional poverty was in Uttar Pradesh, followed by
Bihar, Madiya Pradesh, Odisha and Rajasthan, The finding alse revealed that number of poor
decreased rapidly m the villages across the state, the govermment claimed. adding thar positive
results have afso been seen on the parmmeters related to health. education and standard of living
of the poor in UP.

Echoing the findings of NITI Aayog report. Manish Mittal. an Agra-based entreprencur and
Rotary Club head, says that the mood m the entire State is upheat given the rapid progress
across all fields. *“Trust me. our busiess s doing wel! and we are poised to take a big leap m

terms of economic growth. There is work for everyone 1f he 15 willing to work,” he sad

The Miti Aayog report says that the nunber of poor deprived of nutrition came down to 18.45%
in 2019-21 from 30.40% i 2015-16. The mortality rate of children and adolescents also
improved, falling from 3.81% m 2015-16 to 2.20% m 2019-21

Even maternnl health improved significantly as matemal mortality rate decreased from 25.20%
i 2015-16 to 15.97% in 2019-21. Also, the percentage of poor with no sccess o cooking foel
was 17.95% i 2019-21 agamst 34,24% in 2015-16. The figure of people deprived of drinking
water i 2019-21 was 0.93% as agamst 2.09% m 201 5-14.

It poes without saying that Aditvanath has done well for the state that was previously known for
its backwardness. Today. the world recopnises that Uttar Pradesh is a state where 5.5 crore

people have nsen above the poverty line in the last six years, which s no mean feat

Actually, such development and public welfare works could have been done earlier also but the
previous govermments lacked the will to go about them. They exploited farmers, and traders,
did injustice to youth and endangered the safety of women.

Economic growth is the most potent driver of poverty reduction apd mmprovement m living
standards across the world. In India, snch an schievement can happen with a transformed and
rebust Uttar Pradesh.

(The anthor 15 Delhi-based senior jowmalist and writer, He is anthor of Gandhi's Delhi which
Tias Lronght to the forth many hidden facts about Mahatma Gandlu)



