policy for laptop imports

Pankaj Doval &
Sidhartha| rnn

New Delhi: A new regime
forlaptopimports withouta
licensing framework is set
to be announced on Thurs-
day by the government,
where emphasis will be on
sourcing from trusted loca-
tions, with incentives for
those making locally or
using India as an export ba-
se, according to sources.
The government, howe-
ver, is clear that India’s poli-
cies on the matter are WTO
compliant and there are no
deviations from commit-
ments made under the glo-
bal trade body. “... We are ve-
ry clear and determined
that we want an absolutely
trusted supply chain for the
Indian digital ecosystem,

especially when we are just
going to take off (as a con-
sumption market) and the
entire internetisgoingtobe
built on servers, clouds and
data centres,” an official sa-
id, whilerespondingtoaqu-
estion on US and Korea rai-
sing concerns over any type
of import restrictions.
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“Ensuring security and
trust are not in contraven-
tion to trade agreements or
commitments... (and) India
wants to build a trusted di-
gital backbone and ecosys-
tem, and on that, there is ze-
rocompromise,” the official
added.

Sources said the govern-
ment has been mindful of

the concerns raised by the
laptop and server industry
around a previously-propo-
sed licensing regime, and is
clearly not going for any
mandated restrictions on
the movement of devices.
The new import manage-
ment system has been made
by factoring in industry in-
puts, with the broader con-
tours being worked upon by
the commerce as well as IT
& electronics ministries.

Companies such as App-
le, Samsung and other glo-
bal players had voiced con-
cerns after the government
had spoken about import
restrictions and a license
regime through a new poli-
cy on August 1. Companies
had said the move would
disrupt supplies and push
pricesup.



