UP’s aspirational cities
prog may go national
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Lucknow: UP’s aspirational
urban local bodies program-
me could be replicated by
otherstates. Inameetingof se-
nior officials from the central
government and the urban de-
velopment department (UDD)
recently, the aspirational citi-
es programme initiated by the
UP government wasdiscussed
indetail.

The government through
NITI Aavog could ask other
states to introduce a scheme
on similar lines in order toim-
prove the standards of servi-
ces being provided within the
neglected urban areas.

Addressing stakeholders
on Thursday, UDD principal
secretary Amrit Abhijat said
that the central government
could introduce theschemeon
the national level during the

Prmcmal ser:retary Amrlt Abhijat
at urban development depart-
ment meeting in Lucknow

next financial year. “Our con-
cept is being examined and is
expected to be taken up in so-
me time. We are also seeking
guidance from experts from
NITI Aayog and ministry of
housing and urban develop-
ment tosharpen our strategy,”
said Abhijat.

Executives from Tata
Trusts, UN Habitat, HDFC fo-
undation, Adani foundation,
ICICI foundation, SEEDS In-
dia, MantradChange, ICLEI,
Centre for Innovation, CIPSC,
C40 among others had gathe-
red to identify focus areas. The
UP government on September
12 decided to launch the aspi-
rational cities programme un-
der which the 100 most back-
ward urban local bodies out of

the total 762 ones would be pro-
vided funds and resources to
improve people’s living stan-
dards. Thursday’s session was
aimed at preparing city speci-
fic action plans, design and
planning of projects and in-
frastructure, incentive based
ranking system, satellite map-
ping of localities, policy inter-
ventions, improving educa-
tion and health services and
upgrading infrastructure.

Deputy director CIPSC
(centre for innovation, policy
and social change) Naveen Ku-
marsaid, “Protection of water
bodies, waste management
and women'’s health and sani-
tation are some key areas whe-
re immediate work can be do-
ne within 100 aspirational
ULBs.”

Abhijat said besides im-
proving the overall urban ser-
vices, focus is also on impro-
ving economic activity and
creating opportunities. “We
will get in touch with the di-
rectorate of economics and
statistics to find out the esti-
mated GDP of each ULB. The
situation will be reviewed af-
tera year,” said Abhijat.



