76K apply for central
scheme for artisans

Craftsmen
Eye Training,
Help In Loans
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Lucknow:The Uttar Pra-
desh government has recei-
ved 76,000 applications so far
under the PM Vishwakarma
Scheme, launched by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
September 17 this year,
which aims at making arti-
sans self-reliant.

The craftsmen whose
applications are accepted
willbeprovided trainingand
avoucher of Rs15,000for pur-
chase of toolkit. They will al-
SO receive assistance in get-
ting bank loans.

Applications have been
received from craftsmen en-
gaged in 18 trades identified
under the scheme, with
42,000 or the highest number
of applications being recei-
ved from those involved in ta-
iloring. Applications have
been received from masons
(9,000), carpenters (7,000),
blacksmiths (4,000), barbers
(2,600), garland makers
(1,500), hammer and toolkit
makers (1,300), and toy ma-
kers and washermen (1,000
each).

Before being accepted,
the applications will be vet-
ted at three stages - panchay-
at(urbanlocal body), district
and state levels. Beneficiari-
es will be given PM Vishwa-
karma certificate and an ID
card. After a five-day basic
skill training, they will be is-
sued certificates.

Selected persons will get
advanced training that will
last a fortnight or more. At
this point, they will be given
toolkits or money for tool-
kits, and assistance to get a
bank loan of up to Rs 11lakh.
Those who repay loans thro-
ugh digital transactions and
get advance training can get
loansof uptoRs2lakh.

“The government will en-
couragebeneficiariestotake
advantage of digital transac-
tions. They will begivenaQR
code and UPI ID and assisted
in making digital transac-
tions. Each beneficiary will
be given an incentive of Re 1
per transaction. The govern-
ment has allocated Rs 250
crore for quality certifica-
tion, branding, advertising,
publicity and marketing of
this scheme,” a government
spokesperson said.



