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: Lucknow: The state go-
: vernment is mulling to
: implement the state’s first
: agroforestry policy. It will
: promote plantation of trees
: on the agricultural land
: alongwith thecrops.

: As per forest depart-
: ment sources, the policy is
: ready and the department
: will seek the cabinet’s app-
: roval soon. The Yogi go-
: vernment is keen to promo-
: te agroforestry which has
: multiple benefits. The first

: and the foremost benefit is

. that it increases the green
: cover. The state govern-
: ment has made agroforest-
: ry (trees outside forest
: area) as one of the main

: constituents of the annual

: plantation drives since

: 2017.Farmersaregiveniree

: saplings of their choice to
: plant on their land. Out of
: 163 crore trees planted in
: the state since 2017, 105 cro-
: re have been planted outsi-
. deforest.

: “If green cover hasto be
: increased in the state, trees
: need to be planted in huge

: numbersoutside the forest.

. At least 70% of non-forest
: land may be with farmers,”
: sources said, adding that
: motivating farmers to
. plant on their land is the
: key content of the policy,
: saidsources.

: Agroforestry will incre-
. ase the income of farmers,
: promote tree-based indust-
: Ty, improve quality of soil
: and environment, promote

Agroforestry will

increase the
income of farmers,
promote tree-based
industry, improve
quality of soil and
environment,
promote research
in forestry and
generate

! employment

research in forestry and ge-
nerate employment. The
policy will aim to promote
commercial plantation of
trees outside forest.

The forest department
will rope in NGOs to reach
out to farmers and create
awareness on types of tree
species to be planted under
agroforestry, nurturing of
trees, sourcing the high-qu-
ality planting material be-
sides others. The forest de-
partment has also tied up
with the forestry research
institutes to introduce
high-yielding species of so-
me of the tree varieties,
like neem, bamboo and
others.

The state’s first agrofo-
restry policy will be anot-
her significant step taken
by the Yogi government in
the forestry sector in the
last six years, after it imple-
mented the first forest poli-
cy for UP, following the divi-
sion of Uttarakhand, in
2017. The forest policy for
undivided UP was imple-
mented in 1998.
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