
Kanpur to Coimbatore, how textiles 

ministry took up PPE kits challenge 


New Delbl: In Ille laStweek« 
March 2lllO as India was ipm. 
Ing UP lbr l1s flr>'t lockdov.n 
amldCOVkl·l9sprmd,anl!ffilX> 
\\l!l'l!d Croup 3 was rushOO b)' 
the Centre to fllcilliate avalJa. 
bllltY« mcdlcal SUJll)lles: N.Q6 
masks. testing swabs and PPE 
IOtS. 

A OOW snl(Jy haS now 41S 
dosOO thlll a key Sll!P Inensur. 
ing these SUPl)IJeS was to lndJ. 
aeruse the manulllcturtng and 
setting uP « el8ht llOll-lnllla 
tl!Stlng JallS. Tills lnClUlleS 
SOulh India 'IllXUJc Resoardl 
Assoctatlon (SrrRA~ CO!Jnba. 
ton\ Onlnanw Fllctorx Kan. 
pw: Small Arms Faclorx Kan. 
pw: lleaVY Vehicles Factorx 
Olennal. Institute « r..'Ucloor 
Meclldne and Allied Sdm:es 
(INMAS). MC!tal and Stool Fac
tory CMSF)an4 Onlnanoo Pac· 
tory tn Ambamuh. Maharasl\. 
tra.Tilesruayby Hanl1111 lJusl. 
ooss scbool atnnme lnslttute 
1br Sll'3ll!lll' and Competltl\'t> 
nesshasCllSCIOOCQtlW themJn. 
1SUY « a!XllJC (MO'I) was ~ 
potntOO In1'1!1lnlary2lll0tolcad 
lhlsb111Jalj\"tomake lllllla the 

During the eartydays 
of indigenization 
programme, many PPE 
manufacturers raised 
concernsregarcing the 
limited availability of 
high-quality PPE fabric 
and machineries, the 
study points out 

manUfllclllrer Wllhtn 00 dayS 
ltom the Jauncll « ~· 

-~ Horo's bow It was <lone. 
F1rstJJtthe lllChnlcal axnmlnoo 
was fbrmcd by MoT In FelJru. 
ary OOll1Jl1Slrc oftlcers !tom 
teXtlle conunJssloner's «Dee. 
mcdlcal ('!ll(!l'l!llllt:Y l'CSllOllSe = aoo omro « <lnJg'l ron. 
ll'Ollers. ~ the Ul0Jll 
romp1IC!tl a USt « hlgll<JUalliy 
teXtlle manUfilctur~ oompa. 
nleson thebaslS« lnpulS!tom 
ln<IUSU'Y assoclallons and c:ol
leclecl samples« U!Xllles to be 
sent to Sl'IRA.Tlll1'CllJ( the cest 
l'CSUllSWl'l'Cl'C~Ulb)'& UlCh
nlcaJCXll<'l'1S'axnmlnoo(JEC) 
lbrsoo:tllcatlons111Pl'EOO\W· 

as pan« ~.IOW'· 
nc~ l'burtlll)t to l'DSUnl thlll 
llJChnlcaJ spretOcatloos under· 
_, and piss 'synllletlc blood 
penetratllll test' and t1fthly 
HlndUSWl LUl>care [Jmlt(l(! 
(HLL)tomonitor3lJl)lleantS. 

Durt~the~ <laYS«ln
t11gsn!1allon programme, 
many Pl'E mantl1l!crurl!rs 
ralsocl oonoams rcganJJng the 
limited avallalllll1Y <A hlgh
qualley Pl'Ellllll'lCand maclUn
l'l'ICS.lhCSIUll)I l)OlnlSOUL 

The SIU<!)! lautls Mo'I' say. 
Ing It fllcillrata! il<OOll>tooonl~ 
nation "'1111 mJnlSuy « shl1> 
pinglbrbnponeclmaclltnertcs. 
p-lorlty collectlon. <IJspatdl « 
raw matcr1aJ.all' lllgbt IOglStJc 
can1t!rsaslm~anylhlng 
!tom alJroa4 or iransportJng 
anythingto 8ll)'Wl1en! was V!r· 
waJIY tmllOSMble 4urlng 
Marcil-Ma)'2lllO. 

'1bOMo'l'~uPl!C!OuP-lV 
iasl< ftrce tOalign Wllh lhe Pl'E 
manulllaurersand StraUnllne 
thelniernallooalleg«tileSUI> 
plydlaJn.Tiie key aalvltles « 
ll1IS mk llt'te ll!Wh.icl the ftll• 
IOWtnl!. The flr>'t aaMtY ln
whm ooordJnatlnl! with the 
lndlan mlsskr6 alJroa4 In 

manUlllCturerS were 4epell(l
tnt rcganl)1* avallabllll)' « 
nM1 mater1al or madllne~• 
thestu<!)Isays.Al!J'OUl)oll50of: 
oars l!'om Oentre were de
putOO ~ pnxluct1oo Wiits 
tn IOOla l!'om Unar Praclesll. 
Pur1)ab. Tamll Na.:lu. Karnata
kaan4 \Yest~amongkll)' 
stalllS. ·AD tllese omcers were 
C!llllO\\l!l'l!d W'<lcr the es.en. 
tlaJCOmmodltlesACl.1965.. the 
stu<!)I says. Tile PPE manlll!M> 
turCIS Wl!l'll dlVld('(l Into 800
graphlc dusairs. 'llllS lncludc<I 
Nolda In UP. Ludhiana and 
Phagwara InPur1)ab. AJuoola. 
bad and l'3<lo<lara tn Cll)arat. 
Tlr\lilPUI' and C01m1Jat0re tn 
Tamll Nadu and BIUwalllll tn 
Maharashtra &lllOI% Other &r· 
oos. "\Illarc mud!axnpcd!M! 
vis- 3·vls China 3S WI! have the 
capeblllt)' to make PPE IOIS at 
orotlltnl « the cost. 1bese 
PPE IOIS can be iroduci'd at a 
006Ibl!<\\'OOn Rs200and RsEm. 
T!ruppurl> PPE manllfllaur. 
ers became prollclent tn Clell\' 
l'l1nl! the hlg!J~ey and'°"' 
006I PPEs as compare(! to Ille 
!mPOrtSll'Olll auna.-tneSllMlY 
QUOtCS R11Ja M SllamUU81UJJ. 
oreskk!nt Tlruoour Exool'Ul!'S 


