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UP lays stress on 

level-playing field 

for all companies 
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LUCKNOW: Uttar Pradesh 
01\ Wednesday i11sisled 
thal !here musi be a proper 
mechanism to ensure a 
lcvcl·plnylng Oeld for all 
the con1panies. govern­
ment and private. bcrorc 
the power dlsu1but1on scc­
torwasopcJied uprorn1ul­
tiple players to pro·\lide a 
choice 10 const1mcrs to 
select their seivice pro­
vider. 

The state n1adc this a11d 
son1e other suggestions 
during a video conference 
held by the u11ion mlnistry 
of powc- (MoP) wilh all the 
states and Union Ten110­
rics to discuss the pro­
posed amendments 10 lhc 
EIC<:tr1city Act. 2003. 

The amendn1ents. 
among other lhlngi;. seek 
to open up power dlslribu· 
tion for multiple players to 
-provide a choice 10 con· 
sun1ers" as already 
annot111ced in this ycar·s 
Union Budget. 

"'We \velcomed the pro­
posal aiming10 bettercon· 
Stimer services. but ,.,.c 
sugges1cd that there needs 
to be a level·playlng ftcld 
for all the players-new 
and old. that will compeie 
an1ong rllClllSCIVCS co dis­
tribute e lectricity to con· 
sumers.- snid nn official 
who was privy to 1.he vir­
rual meeting. 

Additional chief sccrc· 
tary (energy) Alok Sinha 
and Uttnr Pradesh Po\ver 
Corporation Lid (UPPCL) 
managing dlrcc1or M Dev· 
rnj \\'ere an1ong tl1e offi· 
cia ls nrte11ding tJ1e video 
conrcrencc. 

Another energy dcpan· 
ment official. who was In 
t he know of things. S.'lid 

lhat Unar Pradcsl,.sapprc­
i.,nsion was that t™' possl· 
ble entry of big and 
rcsoureeful prlva tc orpub­
lic sector compa.nies in the 
power distribution could 
n1ake the competition 
rough forti.,funds·Stnrvcd 
govcrnmen1 power dlsu1· 
bution con1panies (dis· 
roms) a lready working 
w1th a monopoly In the 
state unless there \vns a 
level· playing field for all 10 
\\rork. 

The other proposals dis· 
cussed a1 the meeting 
included ne\V provisions 
related 10 Renewable 
Energy Purchase Obllga· 
tions (RPOs) In order 10 
meet lndia·s international 
con1mlrmcn1s. 

··UP agreed 1oalmos1aU 
proposals. barring disa· 
grccing on son1c minor 
issues especinlly \Yith 
regard 10 t he proposed 
provisions of RPOs." he 
said. 

SccMary (power) Alok 
Ku111ar said all the states 
con nected to the video 
confercnccon Wednesday 
co11scntcd to che Cenrral 
government's lnitia1ive 
seeking to provide better 
service to power consun1· 
crs. 

''HO\\'CVer. they\\13ntcd 
a level-playing ftcld for all 
the power distribution 
con1panies and this. we 
\\!ill ofcourse. ensure.- he 
said over the phone. 

He said thegovernment 
\\'Ould also set up a com· 
mlncccomprislng officials 
ofall stales/regions 10 look 
into the suggcsilons 
received from stales before 
finalising lhe Bill. 

··we will work closely 
\vith all states and stake­
holders 10 ensure better 
services to all po\''cr con· 
surners,'* Kumar said. 


