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Bid to l<eep expresswayworl< in fast lane 

VIRENORASINGH RAWAT 

PrimeMinisterNarenclraModi, 
while addressing a public 
meeting in his parliamentary 
constituencyofVaranasion 
November30 last year, waxed 
eloquent on theYogiAdityanath 
governmenr.sayingULtar 
Pradesh had earned thesobriquet 
of'EA-pre~Pradesh' owingto the 
rapid paceofinfraprojects. 
particularly expressways. 

Fourexpresswayprojecrs­
340-km Purvanchal Expressway, 
2%-kmBundelkhand 
Expressway, 91-km Gorakhpur 
LlnkExpressway.and 628-km 
Ganga Expressway-wiU1 an 
estimatedoutlayoffilO,OOOcrore 
areindilferentstagesof 
clevelopment in the state. 

Purvanchal Expressway. 
estimated tocostt23,000crore, is 
likely to witness its maln 
caniagewaythrown open forthe 
publicbythe end of June itself. 

Evenas tile progressofU1ese 
nagshipprojectswasdisn1pted in 
thefirstwaveofCovid-J9in2020. 
civil work resumed fullsream 
once lockdown curbs were lilted. 

However. the unsparing 
seoondwavcofCovid-19thisyear 
-coupledwitl1Lhegargantuan 
taskofuniversal incx.'Ulation at an 
eslimatedcostofflO.OOOcrore ­
has raised anoU1erspectreof 
speculationofpossible delays 
and fundscnmch forU1eongoing 
projecL~.TheUPAssembly 
eleclionsarealoodueearlyne>.t 
year and c:he n1lingBharatiya 
Janata Party(BJP)will seek re­
election againsnhe backclropof 
thecoronaviniscrisis, the farm 

secretary01ome wasworking 
department) and CEO dexterously ro ensure 
of nodal agency UP Bundelkhand 
Expressway Industrial Expressway keeps iLS 
Development completion limeline of 
Authority(UPETDA), December2021. 
said thcnagship ~Mostofthese infra 
projectswere projects have been 
progres.5ingwell and flmded \vilh bank 
that there were no loans. Therefore, the 
fundsor labow· UPgovemmentshould 
constraints. notfaceanybudgetary 

"Wehave the UTTAR PRADESH impedimemstowards 
adequate allocalion for theircompletion even 

stir, and an econo1nic slowdown. 
Now. the givernmem, as 

seniorofficialsclaimed, has 
formulated astrategy toensure 
the ongoing infra projects. 
including expressways and metro 
rails, were not hindered due to 
budgetaryorlabour issues. 
Awanish Kumar Awasthi, UP 
additional chief 

origi nalso·engtl1 forthe 
exprei;sway projects," he told 
BusinessStandard, adding the 
projectsitesweremandatedto 
conformco theCovid­
approp1iate protocol. 

Heinfol1llecl that while the 
maincarciagewayofPurvanchal 
ExpresswaywouId beoperational 

ne>.1:month, UPEIDA 

tl1eseprojectsand have 
spentmorethantSOOcroreover 
tl1e last month on Purvanchal 
Ex-presswayalone.The labour 
availabiliLyis60-70percentofU1e 

duringtlle pandemic 

crisis.Besides, tllestateshould 

st1iveto maintain thestcadypace 

of these projects, si nee such 

capital expenditure injects money 


in tlle rUJ'al andlocal economy, 
apartfrom creati ngjobs," said 
YashvirTyagi, formerheadof 
economicsdepaitment, Lucknow 
University. 

Purvanchal Expressway 
Tlent:ailstheacquisitionofabout 
4,330 hectare. The project was 
divided intoeigl1tpackagesand 
awarded todifferentbidclers. Tl 
cursacross nine districts­
Lucknow,Barabanki. Faizabad, 
Ambedkamagar,Ametl1i. 
Sulta.npur,Azamgarh,Mau,and 
Ghazipur. Itwill provide 
seamless connectivity between 
Ll1e backward eastern UPdistricts 
and tlwNCRvia the already 
operational Agra-Lucknow 
Expressway and Agra-Greater 
NoidaYamunaExpressway. 

TI1eExpresswaywill entail an 
airstrip in Sultanpurd istiictfor 
allowinglandingandtakeoffto 
thelndianAirForce(IAF) fighter 
planes du ri ngan emergency. 
Nearly90 percemoftheciviJ 
workisalreadycomplete. 

Bundelkband Expressway 
E.5timated tocosttlS,OOOcrore, 
Bundelkhand Expresswaywill 
linkCl1itrakoot.Banda, Malloba, 
Hamirpur,Jalaun,Auraiya,and 
Etawah districts. Modi had laid 
the foundation of the flag.ship 
project on Februruy29, 2020. 

TtwillconneccDundelkhancl 
withtheNCRviaAgi·a-Lucknow 
and YanlUnaexpressways. 

UPEIDA has already raised 
loanstotallingV,OOOcrorefroma 
consortium of commercial banks 
for the project. 

GoraldlpurLinkExpressway 
Estimated tocostt5,800crore, it 
isLhebiggest infra project ever in 
Adityanath's pocket borough of 
Gorakhpur. Tttraven;es four 
adjacentdistrictSofGorakhpur, 
SantKabirNagar,Ambedka.r 
Nagar,and i\zamgarh. 

Tl is estimated to benefit about 
so million people in the easrem 
partofthestate. 

GangaExpressway 
Entailing land acquisition of 
7,800 hectare in Mcerul, Hapur, 
BlLlandshahar, Am1uha, 
Sarnbhal, Dadaun, 
Shahjahanpur, Ilardoi, Unnao, 
Rae Bareli, Pratapgarh, and 
Prayagrajdistricts, it is said to be 
the world's longest 
access-controlled expressway 
project once completed. 

Nearly 4 0 per cem of the 
required land has al ready been 
acquired and a pre-bid meeli ng is 
scheduled for laterthis month, 
Awasthi infom1ed. 
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