Bid to keep expressway work in fastlane

VIRENDRA SINGH RAWAT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
whileaddressinga public
meetingin his parliamentary
constituencyofVaranasion
November 30 last year, waxed
eloquent on the Yogi Adityanath
government,saying Uttar
Pradesh had eamed thesobrigquet
of ‘Express Pradesh’ owingtothe
rapid pace ofinfra projects,
particularly expressways.
Fourexpressway projects —
340-km Purvanchal Expressway,
296-km Bundelkhand
Expressway, 91-km Gorakhpur
Link Expressway, and 628-km
Ganga Expressway —withan
estimated outlay of 380,000 crore
areindifferent stagesof
developmentinthestate.
Purvanchal Expressway,
estimated tocost323,000crore, is
likely towitnessits main
carriageway thrown open forthe
public by theend of Juneitself.
Evenasthe progressof these
flagship projects wasdismupted in
the first wave of Covid-19in 2020,
civilwork resumed full steam
once lockdown curbs were lifted.
However, the unsparing
second waveol Covid-19this year
—coupled withthe gargantuan
taskofuniversal inoculation at an
estimated cost of 310,000 crore —
has raised another spectreof
speculationof possible delays
and fundscrunch for theongoing
projects. The UP Assembly
elections are also dueearly next
yearand the ruling Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) will seek re-
election against the backdropof
the coronaviruscrisis, the farm

stir,and aneconomicslowdown.
Now, the government, as
senior officialsclaimed, has
formulated astrategy toensure
the ongoing infra projects,
including expresswaysand metro
rails, were not hindered dueto
budgetaryorlabour issues,
Awanish Kumar Awasthi, UP

originalstrength forthe
expressway projects,” hetold
BusinessStandard, addingthe
project siteswere mandated o
conformtothe Covid-
appropriate protocol.
Heinformedthatwhilethe
maincarriagewayof Purvanchal
Expresswaywould be operational

additional chief next month, UPEIDA
secretary (home = wasworking
department)and CEO ‘ dexterouslytoensure
ofnodalagencyUP Bundelkhand
Expressway Industrial Expressway keepsils
Development completion timeline of
Authority (UPEIDA), December2021.
said the Nagship "Mostoftheseinfra
projects were projectshave been
progressingwelland S T AT funded with bank
that there were no loans. Therefore, the
fundsorlabour S C A N UPgovernment should
constraints. not faceanybudgetary
“Wehavethe UTTAR PRADESH impedimentstowards
adequate allocation for theircompletion even
these projectsand have duringthe pandemic

spent more thanTB00 croreover
the last monthon Purvanchal
Expressway alone, The labour
availability is60-70 per centofthe
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crisis. Besides, thestateshould
strivetomaintain thesteady pace
ofthese projects, sincesuch
capitalexpenditure injects money

inthe mural and local economy,
apart from creating jobs,” said
Yashvir Tyagi, formerhead of
economics department, Lucknow
University.

Purvanchal Expressway
Itentails theacquisition ofabout
4,330 hectare, The project was
divided intoeight packages and
awarded todifferent bidders. It
cutsacross nine districts —
Lucknow, Barabanki, Faizabad,
Ambedkarnagar, Amethi,
Sultanpur, Azamgarh, Mau, and
Ghazipur. Ttwill provide
seamlessconnectivity between
the backward eastern UPdistricts
and the NCR viathe already
operational Agra-Lucknow
Expresswayand Agra-Greater
Noida Yamuna Expressway.

The Expresswaywill entail an
airstripinSultanpurdistrict for
allowing landingand takeoffto
the Indian AirForce (IAF) fighter
planesduringan emergency.
Nearly 90 percentofthecivil
workis alreadycomplete.
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Bundelkhand Expressway

Estimatedtocost 15,000 crore,
Bundelkhand Expressway will
link Chitrakoot, Banda, Mahoba,
Hamirpur, Jalaun, Auraiya, and
Etawahdistricts. Modi had laid
the foundationofthe flagship
projecton February 29, 2020,

Itwill connect Bundelkhand
withthe NCR via Agra-Lucknow
and Yamunaexpressways.

UPEIDA hasalready raised
loanstotalling¥7,000crore froma
consortium of commercialbanks
for the project.

Gorakhpur Link Expressway
Estimated tocost 5,800 crore, it
isthebiggestinfraprojecteverin
Adityvanath's pocket boroughof
Gorakhpur. Tt traverses four
adjacent districtsof Gorakhpur,
Sant KabirNagar, Ambedkar
Nagar, and Azamgarh.

Itisestimated tobenefitabout
50 million peoplein the eastern
partofthestate.

Ganga Expressway
Entailing land acquisition of
7800 hectare in Meerut, Hapur,
Bulandshahar, Amroha,
Sambhal, Badaun,
Shahjahanpur, Hardoi, Unnao,
Rae Bareli, Pratapgarh, and
Pravagraj districts, itissaid tobe
the world’s longest
access-controlled expressway
project once completed.
Nearly 40 per centofthe
required land hasalready been
acquired and a pre-bid meeting is
scheduled forlater this month,
Awasthiinformed.

Muovre on business-standard.com




