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Read to Lead 

Manufacturing growth strengthens in 
February 
The Nikkei manufacturing purchasing managers' index (PM/) rose to 54.9 in February 
from 54 in the previous month. 

Manufacturing activities. 
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Manufacturing activities. 

Manufactu ring activ it ies g rew at a st ro ng pace in February o n a rise in new 

w ork in takes and output . The Nik kei manufacturing p urchasing m anagers' 

index (PMI) rose to 54.9 in February f rom 54 in t he previous mont h. 
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Note: Reading below 50 suggests cont raction Source: Nikkei; 
and above it indicates e xpans ion IHS Markit 

Em p loym ent fell at t he softest pace in th ree mont hs. Inp ut p rice infla t io n 

moderated to a six-mont h low and b usiness optim ism improved to a four­

month hig h. 


