Amazon eyes major expansion in UP
to create 1 million jobs in India by 2025
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Lucknow: In its journey of
less than a decade in India, US
e-commerce company Ama-
zon has pledged to create one
million jobs in the country by
2025.

On Tuesday, the company’s
director for last mile opera-
tions (India), Karuna Shankar
Pande, said: “The target on bo-
ard cannot be achieved witho-
ut intensifying work in Uttar
Pradesh.”

Adding that Amazon alrea-
dy has significant presence in
UP through its fulfilment cent-
res—Lucknow, Agra and Go-

rakhpur have a cumulative
storage space of over 3 million
cubic feet—and a huge sorting
centre in the state capital, he
said that the company has over
1 lakh sellers including arti-
sans, small business owners,
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women entrepreneurs and
start-up originators in the sta-
te.

For efficient delivery, Ama-
zon India works through three
different back-end program-
mes, all with significant pre-
sence in UP.

“This includes the delivery
service partner programme

through which Amazon India
partners with small and mid-
sized businesses for delivery:
Currently, 50 of the 1,850 Ama-
zon-owned and partner delive-
rystationsare in UP, providing
work opportunities to thou-
sands of delivery associates,”
he said.

Talking about the Amazon
partner programme ‘I Have
Space’ (IHS), he said: “Under
this, the company ties up with
local stores and business ow-
ners to deliver products to cus-
tomers within 4km radius of
their store, allowing them to
supplement theirregular inco-
me.” THS has doubled its base
during the pandemic period in

UP, he said, adding that the
programme will play an im-
portant role as Amazon scales
its delivery network across UP.

Launched in 2015, IHS has
reached out to 28,000 neighbo-
urhood and kirana partners in
close to 420 towns of India.

“In UP, IHS stores are enab-
ling us deliver in remote loca-
tions like Faizabad, Baraban-
ki, Shahjahanpur, Hardoi and
Mahmudabad,” he said.

Amazon Flex is the third
crucial programme of the
company in 65 cities of India.
“This is an opportunity for in-
dividuals to deliver packages
during spare time and supple-
ment their income,” he said.



