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4 andeep Belzare is pres-
dent of the Pimpri
Chinchwad Small In-

b _F dustries Assoeiation,
based In the eponymous
Pimpri-Chinchwad suburk
in north-western Pune, one
aof the largest antomotive
components manufacturing
huibe if the country, largely
made up of small- and medi-
um-scale enterprises
(ddEsr, Over the past Tew
years, he says, medium scale
unite in the hub have been
investing sig

tion, reducing downtime,
ensuring qualily, Improy-
ing safety, and lowering en-
ergy consumption. The
MEME segment is the pre
eminent generator of in-
dustrial employment in
India, Amd automotive and
allied manufacturing con-
stitutes around half of all
manufacturing by value.
Prashant Girbane, director-
general of the Mahkratia
Chamber of Commerce, [n-
dustries, and Agriculture
(MCCIA)Y, which represents
much aof the large auto
manulacturing sector

around Pune,

nificantly in says they did
automation,. HIEETAL IH“IA i study

Small uniis
tien, hie savs, are tiying to
automate paris of thelr
manufEcturing process.
*Work that would earlier
take us a few days and had
to be done by hand, is now
being done in o matter of
minuies, If antomation
technology was more af-
fordable, more Industries

among its
members on the readiness
of M5SMEs to implement
technology like internet
of things.

“What we found was that
the readiness was low. So
we gathered together the
suppliers of technology to
orgamise sesslons for thom
Smaller companies do not
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would go for it.” he says,
Continuous welding pro-
cesses, and boring and drill:
ing functions on metal are
some of the arens bokng
automated, including using
technologies like Al, robaot-
fea, amd lager cutting,

All of these have got a
major fillp [rom the pan-
demiec loekdowns, “Sinece
the pandemic, MSMEs have
realised that they cannot
survive without leveraging
technology and need to be
part aof the digiial ecosys
tem,"” says Siddesh Naik,
data, Al and automation

gales leader at TBM India's
technology sales division,
*They have seen their hour-
Iy produection and produc
tivity po up, they have seen
quality checks impacting
the product, and all of these
have prompted them to
adopt Al-powered auloma
tion really fast," he says,
Sanjeev Arori. the India
president of motion busi
ness at the Swiss-Swedish
automation provider ABB,
sayvs SMEs ean benefit from
automation and robotics
across the entire produe-
tion process - sourcing,
packaging. managing in-
vientory, planning produe

have the capex capabilities
to invest in automation, nnd
most af the tech playvers
hove been focused on I'T ex-
ports, and have not been
able to come up with prod-
ucts ideal for MSMEs,™
hie says,

Automation service pro-
viders say that now modols
of payment and llcensing, as
al=o software-ps-p-service so-
Iutions, are helping aatomo
tive SMEs. But Girbane be-
lieves more needs (o B done
1o male the solutions alfford
able, and thinks the govern-
meni should step In to fund

startups that can
create
such so-
lutinons.
Some
auto X
perts
say diig-
itisation
is he-
coming
eritical
for SMEs
with elee
trle vehi-
cles gathering momentuim.
*EVs will turn nuio mars-
facturing on its head, espe-
clally in aspocts such as cell
and battery pack manofme-
turing,” says Dilip Sawh-
ney, India managing direc
tor of Rockwell Automa-
tion. The role of the suppli-
ers, he savs, will get revaola-
tionised as part of the pro-
ciess, “While (i is an adverse
situation for many SME=s
now, it is also their time (o
seize the moment, as a lof
of sophistication has to
come in to start producing
ot the scale of India. Some-
thing like a battery pack
assombly cannot be a nor-
mal process, and requires s
lot of Aexibility and scale,”
hi says,



