Mobile data use to double
to 46GB/mth by "27: Study
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New Delhi: As the high-spe-
ed 5G network starts to ex-
pand its reach in India, av-
erage data consumption per
user willmorethandoubleto
46GB per month in five ye-
ars, telecom network provi-
der Nokia has forecasted.

According to the Nokia
MBIT Index report, data con-
sumption has been growing
rapidly in India, especially
after the entry of Reliance
Jio that unleashed an inter-
net revolution through the
introduction of cheap tariffs
in September 2016.

The report said that av-
erage monthly data traffic
per user moved up ata CAGR
of 19% between 2018 and
2022, rising to 19.5GB per
month at the close of last ye-
aragainst9.7GB in 2018.

The report said that whi-
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le 4G was the dominant tech-
nology till 2022-end, the next
phase of growth will be led
by 5G-driven applications
and services.

Nokia said that migration
of 4G customers to 5G has be-
gun, and will gather further
pace in the coming years. Si-
multaneously, there will be
upgrades to 4G also as an esti-
mated 350 million 2G custo-
mers move up. The 2G to 4G
migration already saw addi-

tionof 31 milliondatasubscri-
bers in 2022, which is likely to
grow stronger this vear.

The report also delved in-
to the issue of private wire-
less networks for enterprises
that have been allowed under
5G. It said that mirroring the
trend across key Western
markets, India will also see a
boom in adoption of private
networks which are likely to
contribute as much as 40% to
overall 5G revenues.

Nokia said that Indian
enterprises are likely to
spend about $240 million for
deploying such private net-
works by 2027, and there will
be over 2,000 sites suppor-
ting such installations.

“Manufacturing, utiliti-
es, transportation and he-
althcare will constitute the
majority of private wireless
network deployment in In-
dia,” Nokia said.



