27-yr-old weaves yarn of curiosity
at GIS as PM, Shah visit her stall
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Lucknow: Angika, a second-
generation weaver from Vara-
nasi’s Ramnagar area, has
her name drawn from her
family business. It means a
“cloth that covers the body”,
which may be a ‘dupatta’, a
shaw] or a Banarasi sari. She
weaved quitea yarn of curios-
ity as she sat at a handloom in
the ODOP exhibition hall at
(Global Investors Summit, fin-
ishingafine Banarasisari.
“PM NarendraModijihad
come and saw me weaving
andsodid Amit Shahji.I have
been told SmritiIranijiisalso
coming,” she said on Satur-
day. Angika has done her
graduation and post-gradua-
tion in weaving from Banas-
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Angika Kushwaha

thali Vidyapeeth in Jaipur
and is now pursuing PhD in
the subject from the same in-
stitute. Her father Amresh
Kushwaha is a master weaver
who has trained others in the
craft. “I have weaving in my
blood. I could never have
thought about doing some-
thing else. My research isalso
on product diversification,”
she said. Her name was men-

tioned by one of the speakers
on stage at the session of
‘ODOP-Empowering Tradi-
tional Industries in UP’ on
Saturday, praising her for tak-
ing interest in her family
business of weaving, unlike
many voungsters who do not
want to be weavers anymore,
and being arole model for oth-
ers.

“I am happy to know that
someone took my name," said
the 27-year old as she showed
a cloth piece made of pineap-
ple yarn. “We have made this
yarn using the leaves of pine-
apple . I have painted tradi-
tional patterns of Shikargah
(hunting scenes) using natu-
ral dves made of banana mid-
riff and coral jasmine (hars-
ingar),” she said.



