Best time to invest here
as state is ambitious for
tourism sector, Says min
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Lucknow: Union culture and tou-
rism minister G Kishan Reddy on
Friday said that Uttar Pradesh has
transformed itself into a ‘Uttam Sta-
te’inthe pastfive yearsand it wasthe
best time to make investments here.
Speaking at the Global Investors
Summit, the minister said, “Backed
by its huge potential, UP has big am-

‘UP IS GOD’S OWN STATFE’

bitions for the tourism sector and it
1s the best time to make big invest-
ments here. Iurge all the investorsto
make the most of the opportunity.”
Speaking on the occasion, UP mi-
nister for tourism, Jaiveer Singh lis-
ted out the key enablers of the sector.
“UP is home to seven tourism cir-
cuitsanddefined heritagearcs while
workisontoadd10morecircuits. Ho-
me to popular events and festivals,
including the Kumbh Mela, Holi, De-
va Mela and Taj Mahotsav, new initi-
atives undertaken by the govern-
ment like Deepotsava and travel wri-
ters conclaves have been agreat hit.”
He said that extremely attractive
capital investment subsidy, interest
subsidy, stamp duty exemption and
land use conversion and develop-
ment charges exemptions were be-

BOOSTNG TOURISM IN UP

ing extended to those who are inves-
ting in the area. The panelists while
presenting their views termed UP as
‘God’s own state’ and praised the ef-
forts of the Yogi government in pro-
moting tourism. Principal secretary;,
tourism, Mukesh Meshram said that
UP 1s an established heritage and
cultural tourism destination and is
fast emerging as a destination for
wellness, MICE (meetings, incenti-
ves, conferences and exhibitions),
adventure and ecotourism.

Themed ‘Tourism: Leveraging a
Cultural Heritage for Modern and
Progressive Uttar Pradesh’, the ses-
sion saw participation of Vivek
Shukla of Lalit Hospitality Group, G
Asok Kumar, director general, Na-
tional Mission for Clean Ganga, San-
tosh Kutty of Mahindra Holiday Re-
sorts, ML Srivastava, additional chi-
ef secretary, tourism, Sikkim and
Soniya Kriplaniof Unknown Planet.



