Focus On
Roads And
Transport
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Lucknow: Inapush to infrast-
ructure development in Uttar
Pradesh, the state budget of
2023-24 has focused heavily on
construction and expansion of
roads, highways and modes of
transport.

Among the major projects
for which funds have been allo-
catedare Rs150crore forthero-
peway service in Varanasi, Rs
585 crore for the Kanpur Metro
Rail Project, Rs 465 crore for
Agra Metro Rail Project and
Rs1,306 crorefor Delhi-Ghazia-
bad-Meerut Corridor Regio-
nal Rapid Transit System pro-
ject, a government spokesper-
son said. Another Rs 100 crore
has been allocated for the Met-
ro Rail in Varanasi, Gorakh-
pur and other cities.

Factoring in the continuo-
us development around major
cities and expansion of settle-
ments, the government has
proposed Rs 3,000 crore for
new cities and expansion of
old ones. For the coming finan-
cial year, Rs 9,000 crore has be-
en allocated for the construc-
tion of 12,39,877 houses under
the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yo-
jana(Rural) this year:

Besides, Rs 1,203 crore has
been set aside under the Chief
Minister’s Housing Scheme
(Rural). To provide better road
connectivity in rural areas, Rs
5,966 crore has been allocated
under the Pradhan Mantri
Gram Sadak Yojana. To con-
nect rural areas with existing
expressways, Rs 235 crore has
been allocated for the initial
phases of projects like Jhansi
and Chitrakoot Link Express-
ways.

Another Rs 550 crore has
been allocated for Bundelk-
hand Expressway and Defence
Corridor Project. For develop-
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mentof an industrial corridor
on both sides of the Gorakh-
pur Link Expressway, Rs 200
crore has been allocated.

The government has also
proposed to build six industri-
al manufacturing complexes,
four along the Purvanchal Ex-
pressway and two along the
Bundelkhand  Expressway.
Another Rs 25 crore has been
earmarked for the establish-
ment and development of
Pharma Parks.

A government spokesper-
son said that budgetary provi-
sion of Rs 21,159.62 crore has

been made for construction of
roads and Rs 6,209.5 crore for
maintenance. A provision of
Rs 1,700 crore has been made
for roads overbridges (ROBs)
and Rs 1,850 crore for other
bridges. Similarly, the govern-
ment is going to spend Rs
2,588.80 crore on widening of
state highways and Rs 2,538.80
crore for widening of district-
level roads. The government
will spend Rs 1,000 crore on de-
velopment of religious routes
and Rs 50 crore on construc-
tion of four-lane roads in in-
dustrial and logistics parks.



