Dutch singer to rock with Hanuman Chalisa
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Lucknow: Ever heard the
rock music version of Hanu-
man Chalisa? Raj Mohan, a
Dutch singer and songwriter
who sings in Bhojpuri, is all
set to release Hanuman Cha-
lisa in rock music style along
with his disciple and rapper
Manav D.

A fifth generation Indian
in Suriname, Mohan was rai-
sed in Utrecht, Netherlands,
and displayed musical talent
atanearly age.

Mohan, who is in the city
to attend the Global Investors
Summit, told TOI that the
new version will be streamed
on an online platform and
cost $1to the listener. The mo-
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ney earned from the show
will be invested insettingupa
factory in Uttar Pradesh that
will produce ‘green batteri-
es’.
“The rock version of Ha-

numan Chalisa has already

been recorded and will go live
on Hanuman Jayanti in April
this year. I have sung chaupa-
is and dohas while my disci-
ple has a rap recorded in bet-
ween. We have rock music re-
corded in the background.
The revenue earned will be
invested in UP tofulfil thedre-
am of my forefathers of cont-
ributing to the development
of the country,” Mohan said.

“Similar factories will be
later set up in Dubai, China,
Japan, United States of Ame-
ricaand the United Kingdom.
Our aim 1is to gradually pro-
mote these environment-fri-
endly batteries across the
world,” he added.

The project is sponsored
by the Quality Service Con-

tent Human Capital Founda-
tion Limited (QSC-HC).

Mohan invented the Sar-
nami-Bhojpuri Geet in the
Geet & Ghazal style which
was appreciated worldwide
with his album ‘Kantraki’
(2005). His ancestors were ta-
Ken to Suriname from Basti
in UP as indentured labou-
rers by the British.

“As a kid I used to watch
Bhojpuri moviesand listen to
the Baithak gana - a form of
music originating in Surina-
me by the Indian community
where Dholak, Dandtaal and
harmonium are used in a
sync. I continued with my
passion with musiceven after
moving to the Netherlands
and listened torecords of gha-

zal singers like Mehdi Has-
san, Jagjit Singh and Begum
Akhtar,” Mohan said.

Mohan learned music
from Ustad Jamaluddin Bha-
rativa in Amsterdam to beco-
me a ghazal singer.

Theideatosingthe Sarna-
mi-Bhojpuri Geet occurredto
Mohan in the 1990s. Sarnami
Bhojpuri is a mix of several
Hindustani dialects and the
languages spoken by the Indi-
ans in the country they im-
migrated to.

“Initially, when I told peo-
ple that I wanted to sing in
SarnamiBhojpuri, they laug-
hed at me but my album
‘Kantraki’ in 2005 changed
everything. It was recorded
in Varanasi,” Mohan said.



