Rampur startup turning
cow dung into ‘dhan’

Varieties Of
Products On
The Display
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Lucknow: Walking through
the UPGIS exhibition and
tradefairarea,twonamepla-
tes strike visitors’ attention
immediately. Nicely framed
in glass and wood, the names
are that of President Drau-
padi Murmu and Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi.

The uniqueness of two
artefacts was that both are
made of ‘gobar-dhan’ as cow
dung is described in ancient
wisdom. To give strength to
the material, multani mitti
and lime powder was added.

Also,awide variety of de-
corative items like wall
clocks, keychains, religious
symbols and mantra me-
mentoes, puja items like ha-
van cups, dhoop sticks and
even idols made from cow
dung cakes were on display
at the stall set up by Rampur-
based startup Gayewala.

“The idea owes its gene-
sistoageneral sense of back-
wardness associated with
farmers and cow or buffalo
rearing community. The sen-
timent hit me and my group
of friends’ in 2010 but in 2019
gayvewala.com took shape,”

The stall is drawing visitors at the GIS venue

The uniqueness of two artefacts was that

both are made of ‘gobar-dhan’ as cow dung is
described in ancient wisdom. To give strength
to the material, multani mitti and lime powder

was added

said Pranjal Agarwal, direc-
tor.

Claiming to be using an
estimated two tonnes of cow
dung each month from their
own gaushala and from two
other government ones, co-
founder Geetika Gupta said:
“Our humble beginning re-
corded a turnover of Rs 19
lakh in2019-20 which wentup
to Rs 35 lakh in 2021-22. We
now look forward to a turno-
ver crossing Rs1crore in the

next few months.”

The duo claimed that the
startup was positively im-
pacting the life of scores of
rural women.

Seema Kumari of Sigan
Kheda is engaged in the
work of making these pro-
ducts and earns a minimum
of Rs 150-250 per day. The fi-
nishing work is done by arti-
sans like Shraddha Dixit
who earnabout Rs 40 per pie-
ce.



