UP’s role crucial in making India a
Sports superpower, says Thakur
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Lucknow: Union minister of state
for sports and youth welfare (inde-
pendent charge) Anurag Thakur sa-
id that the vision of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is to make India a
sports superpower of the world.

He added that UP’s role in fulfil-
ling this vision would be a game-
changer.

Addressing a session on ‘Deco-
ding the investment potential of
sportssector in Uttar Pradesh and its
role in $1 trillion economy’ during
the Global Investors Summit, Tha-
kur said the budget for sports had be-
en increased by three times in eight
years.

“Encouragement to sports is vi-
sible in the outcome of policies like
Khelo India and Prime Minister’s in-
teraction with players going to every
important sporting event. Our play-
ers are doing well at the internatio-
nal level,” he said.

“Theeffortsof Chief Minister Yo-
gi Aditvanath are commendable. He
is the only CM in India who not only
encourages the players of his state
but also from other parts of the co-
untry. He has proved his commit-
ment to sports by adopting wrestling
and badminton. He is trying to im-
prove infrastructure related to
sports through corporate and priva-
te sectors,” headded.

“UPgovernment has taken initia-
tive to include sports sector in the in-
vestors summit. No other state has
ever done that,” Thakur said.

UP sportsminister Girish Chand-
ra Yadav spoke about infrastructure
facilities being provided by the state
government to sportspersons.

“The state government is dedica-
ted to ensuring the welfare of sports-
persons. Stadiums have been estab-
lished in all the 75 districts. Three
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sports colleges have been establis-

hed which will pave the way for play-

ers to move forward. New Sports Po-

licy takes care of the needs of play-

ers. Under ‘One District, One Sports’
scheme, one coach has been appoin-
ted in each district. A sports univer-
sity is also being built in Meerut. UP
will soon become a sports hub,” he
said.

Additional chief secretary,
sports, Navneet Sehgal said that PM
Narendra Modi laid emphasis on
sports which were neglected earlier.
“UP government alsocameup witha
new sports policy. We have a large
number of youths and 30,000 sports
grounds in the state,” he said.

Olympic gold medallist in shoo-
ting and founder of Abhinav Bindra
Targeting Performance Centre, Ab-
hinav Bindra, said: “Sports play an

important role in overall develop-
ment of thestate and economy. There
has been a substantial increase in
budgetary allocation for sports this
year. Abhinav Bindra Foundation
will support athletes who have suffe-
red injuries.”

Chief strategy officer, Dorna
(MotoGP), Carlos Ezpeleta congratu-
lated the UP government for success-
ful organisation of the investors
summit. “MotoGP will showcase all
the tourist destinations of UP to the
world. We will invest Rs 472 crore in
UP,” Ezpeleta said.

Cricketer Suresh Raina apprecia-
ted the efforts of CM Yogi Aditya-
nath in the sports sector and said
that UP had a lot of potential. Raina
sald organizing MotoGP was a good
initiative by the state government.

Former national basketball play-

Consensus on new
investment proposals

any new trade agreements were

also formalized on this occasion.
The UP Cricket Association will build
aninternational cricket stadiumin
Varanasi for Rs 350 crore. Other
investments are MotoGP (Rs 472
crore), TransStadia (Rs 1000 crore),
JSW Sports Wing (Rs 500 crore)
Abhinav Bindra (Rs 100 crore), HCL
Foundation (Rs 50 crore) for
identifying players, training, providing
better infrastructure for them. The
World Bank project will be
implemented after government
approval.

er and founder of Fancode, Yannick
Colaco, said sports sector had huge
economic potential but also helped
injobcreation.

MD, European Business and
Technology Centre, Poul V Jensen
said it called for incredible effort to
organise an investors summit. Lead
economist in social protection and
job practice, World Bank, Benedicte
de la Briere, said: “Sports can be a fo-
undation for sustainable develop-
ment of UP. Sports can help make
schools moreengaging.”

Vice-president, Global CSR, HCL
Foundation, Nidhi Pundir said:
“Sportsfor Change is a pan-India ini-
tiative. Each child must have access
toall kinds of sports. We will provide
state of the art infrastructure and
nutrition support.”

Speaking in Hindi, head of politi-
cal affairs, British High Commis-
sion, Richard Barlow, said he learnt
the language in Kashi. “UP has pro-
duced some of the most successful
athletes. I appreciate the efforts of
UP government in maintaining law
and order in the state,” he said.



