India and US finalise roadmap for def-industrial cooperation
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New Delhi: India and the US
on Monday set the stage for
clinching the mega project to
co-produce fighter jet engines
during PM Narendra Modi’s
visit to Washington later this
month, while also deciding to
further strengthen operation-
al military cooperation in the

Indo-Pacific with an eye firm-
ly on “the bullying and coer-
cion” by China.

The delegation-level meet-
ing between defence minister
Rajnath Singh and US secre-
tary of defence Lloyd Austin
here concluded a new ambi-
tious defence-industrial coop-
eration roadmap to fast-track

technology collaboration and
co-production of existing as
well as futuristic weapon sys-
tems and platforms. The areas
range from air combat, infan-
try combat vehicles and ISR
(intelligence, surveillance, re-
connaissance) systems to
long-range artillery, smart
munitions and underwater

domain awareness.

The immediate takeaway
will be the inking of the ma-
jor pact between US compa-
ny General Electric (GE) and
defence PSU Hindustan
Aeronautics to jointly pro-
duce GE-F414 turbofan en-
gines in the 98 Kilonewton
thrust class in India.



