Chopper service facility to take flight in UP

Agri, tech varsity to come up in Kushinagar

Cabinet Approves Proposal To
Lease Agra, Mathura Heliports

Times News NETWORK

Lucknow: UP tourism de-
partment is set to start heli-
copter services in the state,
with the cabinet approving
the proposal to give on lease
of 30yearstheheliportsin Ag-
raand MathuratoRajas Aero-
sports and Adventures Pvt
Litd,

The cabinet meeting was
chaired by Chief Minister Yo-
gi Adityanath.

Principal secretary, tou-
rism, Mukesh Meshram said
that the company will be ma-
naging and operating chop-
per services from these heli-
portstoany destination in the
country, to be decided by the
company keeping in mind the
traffic. *This is the first time
that the UP tourism depart-
ment is operating such a ser-
vice. In the second phase, ser-
vices will be started in Luck-
now, Pravagraj and Kapilvas-
tu and subsequently in
Varanasi and Ayodhya. Over
the next two to four years, we

will start services from 20-25
cities in UR" he said.

The heliports will be given
on lease to Rajas Aerosports
and Adventures Pvt Ltd for Rs
25,00,500 per vear

Based on the financial mo-
del of the two heliports, de-
partment consultancy firm
KPMG finalised the floor base
price at Rs 13.50 lakh, against
which the bid price by the
firmis85.20% higher.

Under the condition for
the lease, the selected firm
hastopay Rs 2,03,84,000 before
the contract is executed. The
lease is for 30 years. The deve-
loper will be given two years
for development work after
which the lease will be rene-
wed for 30 years.

The cabinet also cleared a
proposal to establish an integ-
rated sugar complex in Chha-
ta, in Mathura district. This
will havea 3,000ton perday ca-
pacity sugar mill, which will
be expanded to 4,900 tons per
day. The sugar mill at Chhata
has been shut since 2009. In
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during the cabinet meeting

place of that, the government
has decided to set up a mo-
dern integrated complex.
Along with refined sugar, the
plant will produce cane juice,
C-heavy and B-heavy ethanol.
The complex will benefit aro-
und 50,000 farmers in a 20 km
radius around the plant. The
mill area will have canteen,
café, general store and a
workshop for repair of trac-
tors and trucks.

The government will get
anadditional revenue of Rs10
crore per vear through this.

It was also decided in the
meeting to allow transfer of
land free of cost to the Agri-
culture Education and Rese-
arch Department for setting
up Mahatma Buddha Agri-
culture and Technology Uni-

Lucknow: The Uttar Pradesh
cabinet on Wednesday ap-
proved setting upof Mahatma

Buddha Agriculture and
Technology University in
Kushinagar district.

The decision was taken at
a cabinet meeting chaired by
Chief Minister Yogi Aditya-
nath.

Agriculture minister Su-
rva Pratap Shahi said the uni-
versity will be built on more
than 390 acres of land at a cost
of Rs 750 crore. Tt will cover 10
districts.

The foundation stone of
theuniversity will belaid next
month, and the construction
work will be completed by

versity in Kushinagar dis-
trict which includes 5897
acres of the agriculture seed
sector and 145.82 acres of the
culturedepartment. The deci-
sion to establish the universi-
ty in Purvanchal was taken
not just to benefit local far-
mers but also to ensure that
students from thisarea would
not have to travel far to get
education.

In the current financial
vear, Rs 50 crore has been set
aside in the budget. The total
cost of the project, which will
include an administrative
block, hostel, laboratories for
research etc will be around Rs
T30 crore.

Another project cleared
by the cabinet included the In-

do-Israel Centre of Excellen-
cefor Fruitin Kaushambi dis-
trict under the Integrated
Horticulture  Development
Mission. Under this, 9hectare
land of the agriculture de-
partment in Kokhraj village,
tehsil Sitharu will be trans-
ferred to the horticulture de-
partment free of cost.

The government has app-
roved Hs6.52 crore for the pro-
Ject.Of this Rs3.91 crore isthe
Centre's contribution while
the remaining Rs 2.61 crore
will be the state government's
share.

An official said that Kaus-
hambi has a lot of guavaculti-
vation. Prayagraj is a centre
for mango, guava and amla
cultivation, along with bana-

2026. He said the cabinet also
approved giving free land for
the establishment of an Indo-
Israel Centre of Excellence
for fruits in Kaushambi.

The cabinet also approved
renaming of the law universi-
tyin PrayagrajasDr Rajendra
Prasad National Law Univer-
sity. emi

na cultivation through tissue
culture. Fruit saplings will be
produced through maodern
techniques and distributed
among farmers in Kaushambi
and neighbouring districts.
Farmers will also be made
aware of the new technologies
in the sector. Once it is estab-
lished, around 50,000 high qu-
ality saplings of fruits will be
produced which will be made
available to farmers at cost
price.

Meanwhile, finance mini-
ster Suresh Khannaalsoanno-
unced that June 29 will be ob-
served as the Vyapari Kalyan
Diwas to mark the birth anni-
versary of Bhama Shah, a clo-
se aide of Maharana Pratap
Singh.



