UP scheme to facilitate NRIs
in developmg natlve places

CM Launches
Matrubhumi
Scheme

Times News NETWORK

Lucknow: Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath on Friday in-
augurated the Matrubhumi
scheme under which persons
from UP settled abroad will be
allowed to contribute financi-
ally for development of vario-
us infrastructure work in the-
ir native villages and then na-
me the facility after anyone
they chose.

Under the scheme, the go-
vernment will fund 40% of
the project and provide land
while the remaining will be
borne by the NRI.

This is being done to not
only ease the financial bur-
den of the government but al-
so connect NRIs with their ro-
ots.

During the event, the CM
also awarded 370 outstanding
gram panchayats under the
Mukhyamantri Panchayat
Protsahan Puraskar Yojana
and provided laptops to 3,145
gram panchayat secretaries
under the Rashtriva Gram
Swaraj Abhivan Scheme. Ela-
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CM Yogi Adityanath during a ceremony to felicitate outstanding gram
panchayats in Lucknow on Friday. Also seen in picture are deputy CM
Keshav Maurya and finance minister Suresh Khanna

borating on the Matrubhumi
Scheme, the CM said current-
ly the programme is beingrol-
led out in rural UP but soon it
will be spread to urban areas
as well.

“The mother and mother-
land are greater than heaven.
There can be no comparison
between them. Therefore, eve-
ryone should be given a chan-
ce to participate in the Math-
rubhumi Yojana. The scheme
will serve two purposes. First,
it would connect individuals
with their roots and secondly
allow them to contribute to-
wards their motherland,” the
CMsaid. Heasked the pancha-
vatirajdepartmenttodevelop
a mechanism through which

the person contributing funds
can be given anaccountof the

expenditure, saying that ear-

lier people feared misappro-
priation of their money if
they sent it to the govern-
ment. The CM said the Cen-
tral and state governments
were taking various measu-
res to make gram panchayats
‘smart’. These initiatives, in-
cluded gram sachivalayas, op-
tical fibre network, sanitation
facilities, LED street lights,
good roads, computer opera-
tors and BC Sakhi.

“To help them improve
further, there wasaneed toen-
courage healthy competition
between them. Therefore, the
government would be organi-

sing cleanliness competltmns
between villages and cities,”
hesaid.

He also stressed on the ne-
ed to godigital.

“Therefore, laptops have
been given to gram panchayat
secretaries to help make their
working more efficient. It will
assist in advancing the pro-
grammes of thegram pancha-
yats and promote e-governan-
ce Initiatives. Technology is
the biggest blow to corrup-
tion, but it should be used and
not misused,” the CM added.

The CM also interacted
with two NRIs who have ex-
pressed interest in investing
inUP.

Sanjeev Rajoura, who has
been living in California (US)
for 21 years, was present at the
event in Lucknow and said he
was keen to investment in his
home district of Bulands-
hahr.

Another resident of Cali-
fornia, Vivek Chaudhary, spo-
ke to the CM on video call.

Hailing originally from
Modi Nagar, he spoke about
the enthusiasm among the
NRI community to invest in
UP and highlighted projects
like health ATMs, communi-
ty centres, schools, colleges
etc where NRIs could help the
government with infrastruc-
ture development.



