UP-based state-owned def
firm gets orders worth T6K cr
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Kanpur: Advanced Weapons
and Equipment India Limi-
ted (AWEIL), a state-owned
company manufacturing de-
fence products in Kanpur’s
Armapur, has received an or-
der to manufacture defence
products worth Rs 6000 crore.
These include an order for 300
‘Sarang’ cannons from the In-
dian Army and orders worth
Rs450crorereceived from Eu-
ropean countries, its CMD sa-
id.

AWEIL, which comprises
eightfactoriesof the erstwhi-
le Ordnance Factory Board
(OFB) and primarily manu-
factures small armsand artil-
lery guns for the use of theIn-
dian armed forces, foreign
militaries and domestic civi-
lian use, was established in
2021 as part of the restructu-
ring and corporatisation of
the OFB into seven different
PSUs.

Chief managing director
(CMD) Rajesh Choudhary sa-
1d, “When there wasno corpo-
rate culture in the defence
sector, we had orders for de-
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fence products worth Rs 4,500
crore. But when the system
changed and we started wor-
King after getting corporati-
sed, we got orders worth Rs
6,000 crore. About 35% more
orders have been received In
the last two years.”

Choudhary said that there
is a possibility of getting or-
ders worth Rs 2500 crore in
the next six months.

The CMD said that the fi-
repower of Dhanush cannon
made in Kanpur has now be-
en expanded. “Earlier, it was
made of 155mm/45 calibre.

Now, we have developed a pro-
totype of 155mm/52 calibre.
All its tests are done, and it
will soon be brought out,” he
said.

Choudhary said, “On Au-
gust18, we will launch Prabal,
a very beautiful lightweight
revolver. Asrevolvers are ma-
nufactured in limited num-
bers, it will be provided only
to those who had pre-booked
it. Its price has been kept lo-
wer than the previous ready
revolvers.”

The CMD said that they
were now using modern tech-
niques like artificial intelli-
gence, drone technology and
machine learning to better
their products. “For this, ex-
pertsfrom Small Arms Facto-
ry and IIT-Kanpur have star-
ted working together,” he sa-
id.

A two-day exhibition on
defence products was also or-
ganized by the Ordnance Fac-
tory at Armapur Grounds.
Small Arms Factory general
manager RajivSharm and ex-
hibition coordinator Arun
Kastwar and others were pre-
senton this occasion.



