UP govt to focus on north-south
link to boost road connectivity
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Lucknow: Expansion of
road network in UP will be
doneinawaytoenhancethe
north-south connectivity.
Complementing the net-
work of expressways public
works department (PWD) is
drawinguparoadmap toen-
sure development throug-
hout the state.

Six routes are under
consideration to improve
the north-south link (Bij-
nor to Lalitpur, Moradabad
to Agra, Pilibhit to Mahoba,
Lakhimpur Khiri to
Chitrakoot, Gonda to Pray-
agraj and Basti to Mirza-
pur).

Inareview of the indust-
rially progressive states, it
was found that Maharash-
tra, Karnataka, Tamil Na-
du, Gujarat as well as Ra-
jasthan and Madhya
Pradesh had better road
connectivity. UP was at se-
venth spot when compari-
son of highways and dis-
tricts roads available for
per lakh population was do-
ne.

In the existing scenario,
major national highways
and expressways ease com-
mute between east and
west.

ROADMAP FOR BETTER CONNECTIVITY

> Road network will be
expanded to enhance
north-south connectivity

> Six routes are under
consideration to improve
north-south link (Bijnor to
Lalitpur, Moradabad to Agra,

Pilibhit to Mahoba, Lakhimpur :

Kheri to Chitrakoot, Gonda
to Prayagraj and Basti to
Mirzapur)

> Road network expansion
will focus on interlinking the
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grid of national highways and

. expressways
: » Travel time to Lucknow

: from various corners of the
. state will come down from
* 8-10 hrs to less than 6 hrs

“The expansion of road

network will focus on inter-

linking the grid of national
highways and expressways.
The north-south grid will
bring down the commute ti-
me between district head-
quarters and state capital
as well as to other parts of
the state,” said engineer-in-
chief and head of the de-
partment Arvind Kumar
Jain.

Atpresent, logistics cost
accountto15% of thestate’s
GDP which could be bro-
ught down to under 10%
with improved road net-
work, said a document by
PWD on steps required for
boosting the economy of

state by 2027.

Similarly, the travel time
to Lucknow from various
corners of the state will co-
me down from present 8-10
hours to under 6 hours.

The complete grid for-
mation will require upgra-
dation and strengthening
of 2,000 km of existingroad
network and development
of 600 km of greenfield
highways.

“Better road network
brings better opportuniti-
es. Bundelkhand is going to
benefit the most. Traffic vo-
lume will also increase on
expressways leading to re-
venue generation,” said
Jain.



