RapidX-Noida airport link proposed from
Gzb, govt keen on Sarai Kale Khan route

Delhi Link Shorter, To Pass Via Most Prime Residential & Commercial Areas Of Noida

Aditya.Devi@timesgroup.com

Noida: The NCR Transport
Corporation has proposed
threeroutes fora RapidX link
to the upcoming Noida Inter-
national Afrport (NIA) in Je-
war.

The routes, all origina-
ting at the RapidX station in
Ghaziabad with slightly dif-
ferent alignments, pass via
Greater Noida West, turn to-
wards Pari Chowk and then
head straight for the NIA on
the Yamuna Expressway. The
length of the routes varies
from 70 km to 72 km, with an
estimated ridership of 2.9
lakh to 3.7 lakh per vear, initi-
ally.

The Yamuna Expressway
Industrial Development Aut-
hority, however, is keen on a
route that begins from Sarai
Kale Khan in Delhi and has
asked the NCRTC to prepare
a proposal that takes RapidX
along the DND flyway and
then along the Noida Ex-
pressway and subsequently
the Yamuna Expressway be-
fore terminating at the air-
port.

“Our aim is to provide di-
rectand fast connectivity bet-
ween Delhi and Noida Inter-
national Airport, This Ra-
pidX presentation mainly fo-
cuses on connectivity from
Ghaziabad and Greater Noi-
daWest. So, we haveasked the
NCRTC to prepare a feasibili-
ty report for an approximate-
ly 65km route via DND Fly-
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te would take RapidX thro-
ugh Noida's prime residenti-

al and commercial areas.
Construction along this sec-
tion will not be a challenge as
land 1s available, Singh said.
Sarai Kale Khan will be
the main RapidX hub when
all its proposed lines are
complete. The priority sec-
tion— entirely in Ghaziabad,
connecting Sahibabad to Du-
hai Depot — of the 82km Ra-
pidX line being built from Sa-
rai Kale Khan to Meerut will
be inaugurated on Friday.
According to Singh, the
proposed RapidX track from
Sarai Kale Khan will be an
elevated one with an estima-
ted construction cost of Rs
250 croreper km. Thisischea-
per than a metro corridor,
which islikely to cost around
Rs 350 crore/km for an eleva-
ted section and Rs 700 crore/
km for an underground line.
Previously, there was a
plan to connect Noida Inter-
national Airport with Delhi’s
IGI Airport via Pari Chowk
through a metro corridor but
was shelved by the state go-
vernment because of the
cost. Subsequently, attention
turned to RapidX, which isal-
ready building a corridor in
the state, as the most practi-
cal way of connecting Jewar
with Noidaand Delhi.
According to the NCRTC
report, the ridership in the
first year (2031) is estimated
at 3.9 lakh on the route. The
NCRTC stated the route co-
uld be developed in two pha-
ses of equal lengths by 2036,



