Musk’s satellite biz Starlink

gets in-principle govt nod

Telecom Min Vaishnaw Awaits Security Clearance From MHA
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New Delhi: Days before he co-
mes calling on India and PM
Narendra Modi, Elon Musk’s
satcom venture Starlink has
been given an in-principle app-
roval from the telecom mini-
stry, clearing the critical hurd-
le after almost three-and-a-
half years of back and forth.

Thefile now lies at the desk
of communications minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw, who 1s wa-
iting for final vetting by the ho-
me ministry over certain secu-
rity matters, highly-placed so-
urces told TOL

“The commercial part has
been examined on issues, such
as, foreign investment and net
worth. The essential examina-
tion shows that it (Starlink’s
application) is in line with the
(official) guidelines. Thus, it
has been approved,” one of the
sources said. “The technical
requirements have been ex-
amined as per the licence con-
ditions,” the source said, ad-
ding, the company has also
submitted a “declaration” re-
garding its ownership.

GETTING A CLEAR SIGNAL

» After approval by .|
communications minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw, Elon
Musk’s Starlink will get
‘global mobile personal
communication by

satellite services' licence

» This is a must for
anyone looking to offer
satellite communication
services in India

» Essential examination shows
it (Starlink’s application) is in
line with (official) guidelines,
says a source

y > Telecom ministry
has mandated that KYC
details and customer
information of Indian
users should not move
outside the country

» Data beams from
satellites should only
land in India and not end

~ up on foreign shores due to
- movement of satellites

» Starlink has assured

- authorities that it has a
- solution to tackle this matter,

the source adds

“The ownership 1ssue had
been a serious one and govt
wanted to make sure that the
company has no stakeholder
from a country that shares
land border with India. That
would’ve raised a red flag. The
matter is sorted now after the
declaration,” the source said.
The telecom ministry has also
mandated that the KYC details
and customer information of
Indian users should not move
outside the country:.

On security aspects, govt

needs undertaking from the
company that traffic over In-
dian airspace as well as wa-
ters should only terminate at
a local gateway. “Also, the da-
ta beams from satellites sho-
uld only land in India and not
end up on foreign shores due
to movement of satellites,”
the source said, adding, the
company has “assured” aut-
horitiesthatit“hasasolution
totackle” this matter.

Once thefile isapproved by
Vaishnaw, the company will

Tesla to cut over
10% of workforce

eslaisslashing headcount

by more than 10% as part of
a global retrenchment
extending all the way into its
executiveranksasitstruggles
with slowing demand for EVSs.

CEQElon Musk revealed
the job cutsinanemail to
staff, citing duplication of
roles and the need to reduce
costs. Ifthedismissalsapply
company wide, they would
amountto over 14,000
employees. BLOOMBERG

get global mobile personal
communication by satellite
(GMPCS) services licence,
which is amustfor anyone loo-
King to offer satellite commu-
nicationservices in India. One
Web (where Bharti Airtel’s Su-
nil Mittal has a stake) and Mu-
kesh Ambani’s Jio (in part-
nership with Luxembourg-ba-
sed SES) have already got
GMPCS licence (even though
the manner of spectrum allo-
cation and its pricing is vet to
befinalised by regulator Trai).



