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[IT Kanpur launches UDAAN programme to boost
drone startups in India

The launch was part of a partnership between SIIC, the Centre of Excellence for Capacity Building, Training

and Design of Unmanned Aerial Vehicles at [IT Kanpur (Drone CoE Kanpur), an initiative by the Government
of Uttar Pradesh, and the Drone Federation of India (DFI)

Applications are open until June 20. Representational Image: Poabay

The Startup Incubation and Innovation Centre (SIIC) at Indian Institutes of Technology (IIT)
Kanpur on Saturday launched the UAV/UAS/Drone Acceleration and Networking
(UDAAN) programme to boost drone startups in India.

The launch was part of a parthership between SIIC, the Centre of Excellence for Capacity
Building, Training, and Design of Unmanned Aerial Vehicles at IIT Kanpur (Drone CoE
Kanpur), an initiative by the Government of Uttar Pradesh, and the Drone Federation of
india (DFI).

The programme will provide drone startups in India with the resources and expertise

needed to scale their businesses rapidly.

The UDAAN programme will select 20 startups annually, divided into two cohorts, for an

Intensive acceleration journey.

These startups will be incubated at SIIC. IT Kanpur, gaining access to cutting-edge R&D
facilities, technical mentorship, financing opportunities, and invaluable industry

relationships.

Ankush Sharma, Professor in Charge at SIIC, [IT Kanpur said that the UDAAN programme
will provide startups “with access to world-class resources and mentorship® and help
boost 'the growth of the UAV industry in India’,

t will also ‘contribute to technological advancements that have the potential to

revolutionise various sectors”, he said.

The programme will offer the startups with strategic product and business development
assistance, market analysis. customer targeting, alliance building, and growth plan

development.

The startups will also have access to testing facilities at the Drone CoE. including the

Helicopter and VTOL Laboratory, Flight Laboratory, and the National Wind Tunnel Facility.

In addition, the top six startups in each cohort will receive fellowship support of Rs 3 lakh

per annum, providing crucial financial backing for their continued innovation and growth.
Startups interested in participating in the UDAAN programme must be registered as
private limited companies with DPIIT, operate within the UAV/Drone sector, and focus on

product development, testing, design verification, or technical consultancy.

Additionally, their annual turnover should not exceed Rs 3 crore.



