CM: Pvt players should push

Govt Aims To
Increase GER
To 50% By '35
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Lucknow: After achieving
the goal of one division, one
university, chief minister
Yogi Adityanath on Tuesday
directed the higher educa-
tion department officials to

go for a one district, one uni-

versity policy.
Chairing a meeting, Yogi
asked officials to form a poli-

cy to encourage private in-

vestment. “Over the past se-
venvears, one university per

At present, there are universities
in 35 districts in the state

division has been achieved,
with universities establis-
hed in all 18 divisions. Const-
ruction is ongoing in several
divisions. Now, thefocus sho-
uld shift to achieving one
university per district,” he
said.

Currently, there are uni-
versities in 35 districts. Yogi

‘one dist, one university’ plan

said the private sector can
significantly contribute to
the state’s vision of taking
higher education to all dis-
tricts by setting up universi-
ties.

The CM said that with in-
creasing demand for higher
education, private Iinvest-
ment can significantly bol-
ster govteffortstoexpand ac-
cess. Thiswould increase the
number of institutions, co-
urses, and seats available to
studentsand enhance the qu-
ality of education and rese-
arch.

As the youngest state in
India, UP has a unique posi-
tion in the higher education
sector. With an average age
of 21 years, which is expected
toriseto 26 vears by 2030, UP

will contribute 16.5% to Indi-
a’syouth population, hesaid.
Currently, the state’s gross
enrolment rate (GER) is
25.6% , which needs to incre-
ase to 50% by 2035 according
to the National Education
Policy (NEP). A policy pro-
moting private investment
can helpbridge this gap, Yogi
said.

Hedirected officials toex-
amine the policies related to
private investment in higher
education of other states, en-
gage with stakeholders, and
quickly develop and present
a higher education promo-
tion policy. The new policy
should include iIncentives
for investors, such as exemp-
tions in stamp duty and capi-
tal subsidies.



