UP pushes for more
molasses for ethanol
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Lucknow: Desi daru (count-
ry liguor) will have to wait.
Part of the molasses meant
for local breweries in UP wo-
uld soon be diverted for the
manufacture of ethanol, the
renewable fuel essentially
meant for blending with pet-
rol in the state.

Highly placed sources in
the cane development depart-
ment said that around an ad-
ditional six lakh quintal of
molasses generated in the su-
gar mills would be earmar-
ked for the manufacture of
more than 1.3 crore litre etha-
nol. Sources said that the sta-
tegovt had initially fixedaqu-
ota of 26% molasses for the
manufacture of country liqu-
or. This is now proposed to be
reduced to 25%, a develop-
ment that is seen as a culmi-
nation of a hectic and pro-
longed deliberation with the
sugar mills in the state.

A senior official in the ca-
ne development department
said that ethanol production
has been turning out to be a
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key priority of the state govt
to meet the target of a 20%
blending rate in petrol by
2025, in what hasnecessitated
an annual production of 990
crore litre of ethanol in the
country.

In the case of UP, ethanol
production has increased
dramatically from around 43
crore litre in 2016-17 to 180 cro-
relitrein 2023-24, industry da-
ta show. Accordingly, the
blending rates too have been
ontherise.

As a matter of fact, the
govt has been looking to opti-
mise the use of grain and su-
garcane feedstock toramp up
the production of ethanol. In
UP, the option of using maize
for the purpose is being given
much prominence. Sources
said that the agriculture de-
partment and the sugar mill
operators have begun discus-
sions to identify maize culti-
vation areas in every sugar
mill region.

Officials said that the sta-
te govt plans to increase the
maize cultivation area by aro-
und 2 lakh hectare in the next
four years. For this, the state
govt would be providing sub-
sidies to the farmers on equ-
ipment related to maize culti-
vation. Significantly, the UP
govt has launched the ‘Rapid
Maize Development Scheme’
underwhich ithasallocateda
budget of Rs27.68 crore inthe
2024-25 state budget.

Currently, maize is sown
in an area of around 830,000
hectare in the state. The plan
is to increase the cultivation
area by 200,000 hectare and
boost production. The cen-
tral govt has also initiated a
projectcalled ‘Increasing Ma-
ize Production in the Waters-
hed Areas of Ethanol Indu-
stries’, which is being imple-
mented by the Indian Institu-
te of Maize Research (IIMR).
Under this project, 15 states,
including UP, Rajasthan and
Madhya Pradesh, have been
selected.

Sugar industry experts,
however, apprehend that the
measure needs to be taken up
in a controlled manner to en-
sure that the increase in mai-
ze cultivation area does not
comeat the costof sugarcane,
which may lead to underutili-
sation of mill capacities,
eventually leading to rise in
costof sugar.



