‘Kanpur can reclaim its glory as industrial
hub with focused approach & action plan’

Need To Study City's History, Legacy & Economics To Identify Sectors That Can Steer Revival, Say Experts
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ack in the 'Bds, Kanpur

was 4 thriving economy

when Bengaluru was a

sleepy. laidback town. In

the 19705 Kanpur becaime
a million-plus city - which was an
entire decade before the state capital
Luocknow reachied that mark. At that
time, one lakh of the total 11 lakh
population in Kanpur, the Manches-
e of the East, was that of factory
Workers.

Todsy, il one looks at the state
GDF, Kanpur stands at the seventh
position among districts and Loe-
Tenow eontribuies more than Kanpur
Also, as compared to Bengalurn
which today is a 110-billion-dollar
eoonoms; the size of Kanpur's econ
omy stands at a meagre 78 billion
dollars.

The numbers that define Kan-
pur’s then and now stocy cane bo fore
dhuring a panel discnsston organized
as part of the Kanpur edition of TOT
Dialogues on Monday,

The statistics, shared by Prof
Sanjay Kumar Singh of the in
Institute of Management-Lucknow
{IIM-L}), served both as food for
thought and motivation for those
who believe in the city's potential to
make a comeback.

The panel discusston, Htled
“Transforming Kanpur into a thriv
mgeermomic huly', featured speakiers
like chief executive officer of UP

Transforming Kanpur
Into A& Thfiviﬂg Econamic Huh

CHALKING OUT ROADMAP: (From left) Moderator and RJ Raunac with Maneesh Mansingka, Mayur Maheshwari,
Sudeep Goenka, Mano] Gupta & Prof Sanjay Kumar Singh during the session on Kanpur's revival as economic hub

State Industrial Development Au-
tharity (UPSIHIA) Mayur Mahesh-
wari who contoured the pillars on
‘which the path of progress may rest.

Sharing that the indnstrisl legary
of Kanpur is well known and it Is
hecanse of it finds a place among
top fen in te of income tax pay-
ers, Maheshwari said: “Coneerted
effarts are being made now One rea-
som s that the govt's worlchas under-
gone a major change over the past
few years. Earlier, we used to work
in silos with ane department being
ablivions towhat is happening in the

other, But now, we are workingas a
unified whaole. Though there is room
for improverment, thischange has set
many things in order”

Besides listing out the initiatives
undertaken by the state govt to ac-
celerate Kanpur's journey on the
revival path, the UPSIDA CEO said:
“Earlier, we nsed to think that Kan
prar miust make for UP but now the
splrit Is that I';;mpu.r must make In
P for the wordd.”

Comparing the dewv -lupnmm of
Singapore with that of
the 1960k, Prof Sanjay Kiomar

whao teaches business environ-
ment at [IM-L, suggested that there
was a need for a focused action plan
for Kanpur's revival
“Case stirdies from varinns parts
af the world suggest that cities and
countries with focused approaches
grow In the case of Kanpur, we need
to examine the history, legacy, geog-
raphy, economics demography and
neighbours, among other things, to
identify the sectors that can anchar
and steer its revival. It is important
to recognize the current scononic
clusters besides identifying areas of

future cluster formation and

“hairman of CI'sUP Infrastruc-
ture Comimittee and MEL Ltd Manoj
Gupta said that Kanputr has always
enjoyed a locational advantage. “It
‘waslinked to the GT Road, and even
today, many expressways pass
through it. Also, the city has great
rail eonmectivity” he said
“With Ganga fowlng by our side,
the senre for waterway linkage can
also be made.” Gupta said, adding
that there was the need to improve
airommnectivity from Kanpur asonly
a few Mlights take off from the clty
Maneesh Mansingka. director
of Singer India Ltd and JK
Urbansp , gaid: "Busi
ness commuiity feels that
thereare large land pareels
in Kanpmr that can be used
for infrastructure develop-
ment, If the govt can exploe
and steer the tand use change
from existing to mixed use category,
a leap may be achieved.”
Director of Goldiee Group 5u
deep Goenka sald, "HKanpur has
given many milllonaires o India but
unfortimately many of them did not
give it back to their city for reasons
whatsoever. The opportunity for the
city lies in the fact that business
sens: Nows in the velns af the people
of Kanpur They just need to be re
minded of their power for which
skill development centres and ineu-
bation centres st be built.”




