SCR roadmap to focus
on 7 strategic areas

Plan Envisages
Holistic Growth
Of Six Districts
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Lucknow: Theoutline forthe
State Capital Region (SCR)
has been framed. The Luck-
now Development Authority
(LDA) has started work on
formulating a comprehensi-
ve roadmap that envisages a
holistic and sustainable re-
gional development of six
districts — Lucknow, Sitapur,
Hardoi, Unnao, Rae Bareli,
and Barabanki — under the
SCR. It would provide balan-
ced urban growth to a popula-
tion of over 3 crore. Current-
ly, Lucknow attracts maxi-
mum economic activities
while the neighbouring dis-
tricts remain underdevelo-
ped.

“Most of the investors de-
mand land in prime cities of
the state. Noida, Ghaziabad,
Lucknow, Kanpur, Jhansi,
Agra, Mathura, and Varanasi
are among the leaders. The
objective of SCR is to provide
a developed land bank aro-
und Lucknow so that carry-
ing out business and commu-
ting becomes easier for all
stakeholders,” said additio-
nal chief secretary, housing
and urban planning, Nitin
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Lucknow has about 700 small-
scale industries operational
for every 1 lakh individuals
while Sitapur has just 130 for
as many people.

As per the 2011 census, the
population of Lucknow was
about 46 lakh while that of Si-
tapur was 45 lakh. Similarly,
Lucknow has 17 banks avai-
lable per lakh population,
and Sitapur has 3, Hardoi 4,
Unnao 4.5, Rae Bareli 5, and
Barabankihasjust4.

Having constituted the re-
gional development authori-
ty in July, the state govt hasta-
ken the first step towards the
process of formulating poli-
cies for controlling land usa-
geand creatingurban infrast-
ructure within UPSCR.

LLDA is focusing on seven
strategic areas that include

housing, transportation, and
regional preservation.

“It will take 25 years to
shapeupa better and planned
UPSCR on the lines of the na-
tional capital region (NCR).
Preparing the plan will take
six years while work on aug-
menting infrastructure wo-
uld be carried out simultane-
ously,” said an official.

Planners will identify
commercial business centres
across the five neighbouring
districts, which would be lin-
ked to Hazratganj via widero-
ads. Dedicated rapid bus cor-
ridors, metro lite, and rapid
railservicesaresomeoptions
that would be explored to
bring down the commute ti-
me between Hazratganj and
commercial business centres
to 40-45 minutes.



