{ SILK EXPO INAUGURATED }

CM: India can compete with global
players in readymade garments

‘Clothing not only
meets basic need, but
also serves as a vital
means to boost
farmers’ income’

HT Correspondent
letters@ hindustantimes.com

LUCKNOW : Chiel minister Yogi
Adityanath on Tuesday said that
UP and India had the potential
and resources to compete with
major global players in the
readymade garments industry.

Inaugurating the Silk Expoat
the Indira Gandhi Pratishthan,
which runs from October 22-28,
the CM said: “If a significant
portion of the workforce, espe-
cially women, is engaged in silk
production, processing, ready-
made garments, designing, mar-
keting, and packaging, Uttar
Pradesh and India can emerge
as global leaders in the garment
industry.”

The chief minister high-
lighted a remarkable achieve-
ment in silk production, which
increased 84-fold under the cur-
rent administration. A day will
come when Uttar Pradesh will
be recognized among the top
states in the country for silk
production,” he said.

The BIP government came to
power in UP in 2017 and the
state took steps to promote tra-
ditional products since then.

UP is the first state to imple-
ment a dedicated policy for tra-
ditional crafts, identifying a
unique product for each of its 75
districts under the One District,
One Product (ODOP) scheme,
he said.

He said there was potential
for further growth, particularly
through the famous sarees of
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Gandhi Pratishthan on Tuesday.

Chiefminister Yogi Adityanath at the Silk Expoat the Indira
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LUCKNOW : Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi Aditya-
nath on Tuesday extended
birthday greetings to Union
home minister Amit Shah,
describing the senior BJP
leader as “a living symbo! of
discipline and diligence”.
Adityanath also spoke
over the phone to Shah, who
turned 60 on Tuesday.
“Heartiest congratula-
tions to the Honorable
Union Home and Coopera-
tion Minister Shri Amit
Shah ji, a living symbol of
discipline and diligence, a
source of inspiration [or cro-
res of workers, a popular
public leader who is con-
stantly realising the spirit of
prosperity through coopera-

Yogi greets Shah on birthday
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tion, on his birthday!” Adity-
anath posted on X in Hindi.

“Your commitment
towards building a prosper-
ous, secure and strong
nation has continuously
brought pride to Mother
India. I pray to Lord Shri
Ram for your good health
and long life,” the CM added
in the post. HTC

Varanasi, Bhadohi, and Muba-
rakpur.

Referring to the age-old slo-
gan of ‘roti, kapda aur makaan’
(food. clothing, and shelter), he
said while air and water were
essential for life, the need for
food, clothing, and shelter was

equally fundamental. He said
clothing not only meets a basic
need, but also serves as a vital
means to boost farmers’ income
and generate employment. UP,
with its population of 25 crore,
had a vast potential in silk pro-
duction.

SILK RATNA AWARDS

Cocoon Production
Award: Jagram (Bahraich)
got the first prize, whereas
Mala Devi from Kushinagar
got the second.

Lifetime Achievement
Award: Dr NV Chaudhary,
director, Central Tasar
Researchand Training
Institute, Central Silk
Board, Ranchi (Jharkhand)
qgot the first prize, while
Haseen Ahmed Ansari, M/s
Qasim Silk Emporium
Varanasi got the second
prize.

Best-designed silk-made
garment: First prize was
given to Angika Kushwaha
of Ramnagar, Varanasiand
the second to Sarvesh
Kumar Srivastava
(Varanasi). Ranjana
Srivastava received the
award on Sarvesh's behalf.
Best designing in other
silk-made products:
Mukhtar Ahmed (Bhadohi)
got the first prize and
ittikhar Ahmed (Azamgarh)
got the second.

Places like Varanasi, Bhad-
ohi, and Azamgarh, known for
their silk sarees such as those
from Mubarakpur, hold signifi-
cant promise.

“The central and state gov-
ernments are making concerted
efforts to develop silk clusters in
these regions. Varanasi silk
sarees, a popular choice for aus-
picious occasions nationwide,
have seen increased demand
following the expansion of
Kashi Vishwanath Dham, which
has attracted more devotees and
tourists. The establishment of a
Trade Facilitation Centre at the
Varanasi Expo Mart has further

Innovation in silk
finished product textile:
First prize was given to
Aditi Jaggi Rastogi of
Hazratganj, Lucknow, and
second to Sangeeta
Basant, Kanya
Mahavidyalaya, Varanasi.
Top Cocoon Seller — First
Prizein Yarn Sales -

The first prize went to
Shashi Shukla of Pilibhit
and the second to

Rajnath Verma of
Sonbhadra.

Top textile seller - silk
finished product - First
prize was bagged by Viresh
Shah (Varanasi), and the
second prize by Pankaj
Shah (Varanasi).
Innovation in Cocoon
Production - The first
prize to went to P
Shivkumar, IFS, member
secretary, Central Silk
Board and the second prize
to Dasharathi Behera,
deputy secretary technical,
Central Silk Board, New
Delhi.

boosted this traditional indus-
try,” he added.

The upcoming PM Mitra
Park, a large textile hub on the
Lucknow-Hardoi border, will
cover 1,000 acres and host vari-
ous textile-related industries,
showcasing the state’s potential
in this field, he said.

Adityanath released the
‘Resham Mitra' magazine and
gave the Pandit Deendayal
Upadhyay Silk Ratna Awards to
16 farmers, entrepreneurs, insti-
tutions, and the designers with
a first prize of Rs 50,000 and
second prize of Rs 25,000, along
with a memento, and a citation.



