Deepotsav-2024: Stage all set for
the dazzlmg spectacle of devotion

28 Lakh Diyas
Set To Light
Up Ayodhya

Ayodhya: Launched in 2017,
the Deepotsav in Ayodhya is
getting bigger and better eve-
ry vear. Keeping up with the
tradition, the affair will not
justbegrander, butalsospeci-
al given the fact that it will be
the first Diwali event after
the consecration of Ram Lal-
la at the newly constructed
Ram Temple inJan this year.

“The plan is to light over
28 lakh earthen lamps toget-
her on Wednesday evening
(Oct 30),” said an official.

With only two days left,
the cardboard boxes contai-
ning lamps and wicks are al-
ready lined up even as scores
of workers can be seen swee-
ping in the area around Ram
Ki Paidi, the irrigation canal
nextto the Saryuriver.

To add more glitter, an ela-
borate drone show will be or-
ganised in the evening with
synchronised formations of
various characters from the
Ramayana illuminating the
skies above the Saryu, lea-
ving a lasting impression on
the visitors attending the re-
ligious celebrations.

Pulkit Jain, director of
the company providing the
materials required to make
the event successful, said ato-
tal of 32 lakh earthen lamps,
45 lakh cotton wicks, and 1

ONE FOR THE IIECI:IRI:I BOOKS: Preparations underway for the
Deepotsav 2024 celebrations in Ayodhya, on Sunday

lakh litres of oil have already
been supplied for the event.
“All the materials have been
provided to the organisers in
advance. We sourced the ma-
terials from Avodhya and ne-
ighbouring distriets so that
the local population gets prio-
rity. Additional divas and
items are provided each year
as some boxes get damaged
during the transit and move-
ment of zoods.”

For thefirst time, the pay-
ment for sourcing the materi-
alsused for Deepotsav has be-
en done digitally to the pot-
ters and other vendors invol-
ved in the supply chain. In
anotheraddition, 1,100 saints,
seers, and acharyas from va-
rious parts of the state have
been invited to recite prayers
andshlokasat SarvuGhatdu-
ring the eveningaarti.

State-owned helicopters
will also remain stationed in
Ayodhya onthe day toshower
rose petals and flowers over

the tableaus and Ramleelaar-
tists. Deepotsav celebrations
will begin at 9am in the mor-
ningwith Shobha Yatra (com-
prising various tableaux and
artists) hitting the streets.
The first one will arrive at
Ram Path from Saket Degree
College in themorning.

After covering the entire
route from Saket Degree Col-
lege to Lata Chowk via Ram
Path, the action will shift to
Ram Katha Park later in the
day, where prominent artists
from all over the world will
perform various acts from
the Ramayana. Ram and See-
tawillarriveatthe sceneona
chariot after getting off from
a helicopter while devotees
and local residents shower
flowers on them along the ro-
ute.

After the symbolic coro-
nation of Lord Ram, the gro-
upof artists will join the cele-
brationsat SaryuGhatforthe
eveningaarti,after which the

Rolling out eco-friendly red carpet

co-friendly, long-lasting lamps willilluminate the ShriRam

Temple. Designed to prevent sootand stains, these lamps will
preserve the temple's pristine structure. Overseeing
preparationsis Ashu Shukla, a retired |G of the Bihar cadre, who is
ensuring that the templeis beautifully adorned with floral
arrangements and lights. Specialwaxlamps will be used to
reduce carbon emissions, aligning with the event's focuson
environmental stewardship. From Oct 29 to Nov 1, the temple will
remainopen untilmidnight, giving devotees the chanceto
admireits stunning decorations. Visitors canenter through gate
4Btoexperiencethetemple's grandeur. tnn

80K-diya Swastik formation at Ram Ki Paidi

striking 80,000-diya Swastik formation at RamKiPaidi's Ghat 10

will serve as the festival's auspicious highlight. Under the
guidance of Prof Pratibha Goyal and supported by over 30,000
volunteers, 55 ghats will beilluminatedinarecord-breaking
celebration. Volunteers from universities, colleges,and NGOs are
organising diyas in grids across the ghats, each carefully filled with
30mlImustard oil. Additional amenities, including clean drinking
water and food for volunteers, have been arranged. Deepotsav
will showcase Ayodhya's commitment to traditionand spirituality,
with ‘Jai ShriRam' chants filling the air as volunteers toil. ™~

action will shift to Ram Ki Pa-
idi. From 6.20 pm onwards, fi-
nal preparations to light the
diyas will be initiated. Adju-
dicators from the Guinness
Book of Records will be pre-
sent to go through the procee-
dings before providing the fi-
nal figures (how many diyas
remained litup together).
Post that, a drone show, la-
ser show, and three-dimen-
sional projectionmapping co-
vering events from the Rama-
yvana will be screened before
the audience, and the celebra-
tions will culminate with fi-
reworks later in the evening,
This time, a total of 55
ghats are going to be used to
line up 28 lakh divas. 30,000
volunteers from 51 colleges

and educational institutes,
besides 40 voluntary organi-
sations, have started work on
the ground from Saturday. Dr
Ram Manohar Lohia Avadh
University plays the role of
thenodal agency.

Divisional commissioner
of Ayodhya, Gaurav Dayal,
said that the process to hand
over the 1Ds to the volunteers
is ongoing at the moment.
“Preparationsare going smo-
othly this time. We look for-
ward to welcoming the visi-
tors on Oct 30, hesaid.

Chief Minister Yogi Adi-
tyanath is expected to arrive
in Avodhya in the afternoon
on Oct 30 and will leave the
next morning from the city,
said an officer.



