Trials next mth, 1st flight to take
off from Noida airport on April 17

Services To 62 Domestic, 2 Int'l Destinations; Bookings May Open In Jan-Feb

Aditya.Dev@timesofindia.com

Noida: Noida International
Airportissettostart commer-
cial flight operations to both
domestic and international
destinations from April 17
next year.

The decision was taken at a
high-level meeting chaired by
Noida International Airport
Ltd (NIAL) — the govt's special
purpoese vehicle for the project
—on Tuesday A detailed timeli-
ne outlining Key clearances for
the airport's launch was pre-
sented by Yamuna Internatio-
nal Airport Ltd (YIAPL), a sub-
sidiary of Swiss airports major
Zurich AG.

“The concessionaire has
submitted a plan to start com-
mercial operations by April17.
But we will try to bring the
launchdate forward. The time-
line is crucial because any de-
viation from the April 17 dead-
line could result in a further
six-month delay in securing
international approvalsand ti-
me slots from the Internatio-
nal Air Transport Association
(IATA),” said Arun Vir Singh,
the NIAL CEQ.

The airport — the second
such facility in Delhi-NCR —
was scheduled to begin opera-
tions by theend of Septthisye-
ar, with plans forup to 65 daily
flights — 62 on domestic rou-
tes, two for international des-
tinationsanda cargo flight.

Singh suggested on Tues-
day that the number of flights
was unlikely to change next
vear. He said talks had been
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initiated with IATA for inter-
national slots and DGCA for
domestic routes. “Airlines ha-
ve already submitted applica-
tions for international desti-
nations. But the approval of

routes will depend on bilate-
ral licencing agreements bet-
ween the countries and airli-
nes. The domestic allocation
meeting with DGCA is sche-
duled for the middle of this

month. Slots will be determi-
ned then,” hesaid.

Singh insisted that at least
one flight would leave for an
internatiocnal destination on
theday of thelaunch.

Talking about the progress
of the project, the NIAL CEQ
said flight trials, including tho-
se conducted by Airports Aut-
hority of India (AAID), were
scheduled for Nov 30.

“Code Caircraft will parti- -
cipate in the trials in keeping
with the requirements for ne- |
cessary approvals, The air-
port’s partner airlines, inclu-
ding IndiGo and Akasa Air,
will conducet full-crew flight
tests to evaluate runway rea- :
diness and validate operatio-
nal systems ahead of the
launch,” headded.

Tuesday's meeting follo-
wed a recent letter from theci- |
vil aviation ministry, which
emphasised the need to finali-
se flight scheduling and con-
duct necessary trials before
the launch.

Officialssaid DGCA hadal-
ready inspected various cali-
brations while the instrument
landing system (ILS) was set
for tests from Oct 4 to 6.

A comprehensive reporton
the runway will also be submit-
ted to DGCA by Oct 10, while |
other necessary documenta- :
tion for flight procedures will
be filed on Nov 15. Approvals to
flight trials from DGCA are
scheduled for Nov 25. ;

YIAPL, officials said, will
apply foranaerodromelicence
in Dec. The licence is expected
to be issued by the middle of
March. Other essential infor-
mation on the airport, suchas
codes and booking details, will
be uploaded on the [ATA web-
siteby Feb#. :



