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Strengthening India’s Medical Device Industry: A Leap Toward Global
Competitiveness
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The medical device industry in India has recently received a significant boost through a new scheme introduced by
Union Health and Family Welfare Minister JP Nadda. This initiative, as outlined by the Medical Technology Association
of India (MTal), aims to bolster the sector's growth by providing targeted support across five key dimensions—
manufacturing, skill development, clinical research, shared infrastructure, and industry promotion.

According to Mr. Pavan Choudary, Chairman of MTal, the scheme is a result of extensive research and engagement
with the industry through innovative approaches, including two groundbreaking stackathons. These research efforts
have provided critical insights into the challenges and growth drivers within India's medical device sector. By focusing
on these needs, the scheme emerges as a well-structured, evidence-based stimulus package that addresses both
immediate requirements and long-term growth potential.

Key Areas of Focus

The scheme emphasizes five primary components essential for accelerating the development of India’s medical device
industry:

1. Manufacturing of Essential Components and Accessories

The scheme seeks to advance local production capabilities for vital components and accessories that are
integral to medical devices. This focus on indigenizing manufacturing processes not only enhances self-reliance
but also reduces dependency on imports, a key factor in reducing costs and ensuring supply chain resilience.

2. Skill Development

Skill development is another cornerstone of the initiative, aimed at cultivating a workforce adept in the latest
medical technologies and standards. A skilled workforce not only propels innovation but also enhances India’s
reputation as a hub for medical technology, making the sector more attractive to both local and international
investors.

3. Support for Clinical Studies

Clinical studies are vital for ensuring the safety and efficacy of medical devices, and the scheme provides
dedicated support for this area. By facilitating clinical trials and studies within India, companies can accelerate
the development of new devices and ensure they meet rigorous regulatory standards.

4. Development of Shared Infrastructure

Access to infrastructure is crucial for startups and smaller enterprises, and the scheme’s provision for shared
infrastructure will alleviate the burden of high capital investments. This collaborative approach allows smaller
players to access state-of-the-art facilities, thereby democratizing innovation and fostering industry-wide growth.
9. Industry Promotion

Industry promotion is an essential element that will help position India as a major player in the global medical
device market. The scheme’s industry promotion initiatives, which include market research and marketing efforts,
will not only drive demand but also attract foreign investment, creating a dynamic ecosystem for medical

technology development.

Benefits for Startups and Established Companies

The scheme’s inclusive framework has been designed to cater to both startups and established players. Startups will
benefit from the shared infrastructure and industry promotion initiatives, which provide a platform for visibility and
growth in an otherwise competitive environment. Established companies, on the other hand, gain from a robust supply
chain of locally manufactured components and access 1o skilled talent—a combination that enhances operational
efficiency and product quality.

Paving the Way for Global Recognition

As MTal Chairman Mr. Pavan Choudary noted, the industry promotion stimulus will be instrumental in marketing India's
medical device sector to the world. This is a strategic move to attract global interest, positioning India as a competitive
alternative in the international medical device market. With a rapidly growing healthcare sector and a proactive
government initiative supporting the industry, India is poised to become a global leader in medical technology.

The Union Health Ministry’s scheme represents a proactive, multifaceted approach to strengthening India’s medical
device industry. With its focus on essential components like manufacturing, skill development, clinical research,
infrastructure, and industry promotion, the initiative is well-aligned to empower India’s medical device industry 1o
achieve both domestic and international success.



