'UP, Japan ink pact for tourism,
vocational edu, industrial coop
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Lucknow: The Uttar Pradesh
govt signed an MoU with Ja-
pan’s Yamanashi Prefecture
on Monday in the fields of in-
dustrial cooperation, tourism,
and vocational education.

The MoUs were exchanged
between chief secretary Ma-
noj Kumar Singh and director
general of the Governor’s Poli-
cy Planning Bureau of Yama-
nashi Junichi Ishidera, in the
presence of CM Yogi Aditva-
nath.

Welcoming the Japanese
delegation led by Governor of
Yamanashi Prefecture Kotaro
Nagasaki, the CM, who also
spoke a few sentences to the de-
legation in Japanese, said that
India and Japan have shared
friendly relations for centuri-
es, with strategic, cultural and
global cooperation. “India and
Japan are major economies
with similar priorities in soci-
al-economic development, de-
mocratic values and strategic
perspectives. The strong rela-
tionship between PM Narend-
ra Modi and Japan's former
PM Shinzo Abe has elevated
the political, economic, and
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business ties between the two
nations. The state govt is keen
to collaborate with Japanese
companies,” he said.

The CM said that over 1,400
Japanese companies are cur-
rently operating in India, in-
cluding seven major ones in
UP. The bilateral trade betwe-
en India and Japan in 2023-24
amounted to USD 22.854 bil-
lion, with Japan exporting
USD 17.69 billion to India and
importing USD 5.15 billion. He
added that UP, as the most po-
pulous state, had the country’s
largest labour and consumer
market with 25 crore resi-
dents. Over the past eight ye-
ars, he said, the state had crea-

ted an excellent investment en-
vironment with improved con-
nectivity through rail, road,
air and waterways, enhanced
logistics for industries to ac-
cess global and domestic mar-
kets.

He said UP was the world's
youngest stateand its vouth co-
uld gain skills through trai-
ning in Japan, which would
prepare them to contribute to
industries globally. The cur-
rent population under 15 will
join the workforce in the co-
mingdecade.

Governor of Japan's Yama-
nashi Prefecture, Kotaro Na-
gasaki, acknowledged the spi-
ritual and historical ties bet-
ween Yamanashi and UP. Ex-
pressing happiness at the
MoU, he said that Japan would
work towards mutual coopera-
tion in labour skill develop-
ment, renewable energy, hyd-
ropower, and knowledge and
technology exchange, eleva-
ting strategic relations betwe-
en India and Japan. He invited
Yogi Adityanath to consider
Japan as his second home and
expressed gratitudetoall by in-
viting them to Yamanashi Pre-
fecture.



