SPECIAL CABINET MEETING AT KUMBH

CM may announce

Varanasi-Prayagraj

Authority tomorrow

Authority will cover 20,000 sq km area across 7 districts

EXPRESS NEWSSERVICE
LUCKNOW, JANUARY 20

THE UTTAR Pradesh govern-
ment isin the final stages of giv-
ing shape to the Varanasi-
Prayagraj Regional Development
Authority to capitalise on “reli-
gious tourism” for economic
growth and aligning it with in-
dustrial and infrastructure devel-
opment.

An announcement in thisre-
gard is likely to be made by
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
after the special cabinet meet-
ing to be convened at Maha
Kumbh in Prayagraj on
Wednesday, it is learnt,

Officials said the develop-
ment authority, which was con-
ceptualised on the recommen-
dations of the NITI Aayog to
boost economic activities and
also help the stateachieve its 1-
trillion dollar economy target,
will cover over 20,000 square
kilometreareaacrossseven dis-
tricts of the state.

These districts include
Prayagraj, Varanasi, Chandauli,
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Ghazipur, Jaunpur and Mirzapur.

The government plans to es-
tablish moresuch development
regions across the state based
on economic and geographical
factors, with the Varanasi-
Prayagraj region being the first
such experiment.

Varanasi and Prayagraj are
migjor religious tourism hubs and
the idea is to capitalise on the
same to promote planned devel-
opment and industrialisation in
these regions and their sur-
rounding districts.

The master plan of thesedis-
tricts will be prepared keeping
this in mind and creating infra-
structure that can boost eco-
nomic growth of the region,
sourcessaid.

“Based on the recommenda-
tionsof NITI Aayog, we are mov-
ing ahead to establish the
Varanasi-Prayagraj regional
Development Authority. While
Maharashtra has already tried it
in the past, our initiative would
include Varanasi, Prayagraj and
Vindhya regions. The plan would
include giving a boost to eco-
nomic activities, be it through

manufacturing tourism, agricul-
ture,” said a senior government
officer involved in the planning.

The Uttar Pradesh govemn-
ment and the Centre have spent
large amounts of funds for devel-
oping infrastructure in Prayagraj
in preparation for the Maha
Kumbh. The KashiVishwanath
corridor has already beendevel-
opedin Varanasi.

The state government's
budget has crossed over Rs 7000
crore for preparing Prayagraj for
the Maha Kumbh this year.
Eadier, OM Adityanath had given
thetargetof getting an economic
boost of Rs 2 lakh crore through
this year's Maha Kumbh.

“While there are many other
factors like development of in-
dustrial nodes in the region,
which are being taken into ac-
count, But at the same time, re-
ligious tourism has a great po-
tential as large footfall of
pilgrims ushers in a lot of eco-
nomic activities for the locals.
Therefore, the plan would be
prepared keeping all these fac-
tors inmind,” a state govern-
ment functionary said.
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