A city within a city: A jaw-dropping trip int
Mahakumbh'’s temporary tent settlement

With 8 lakh wooden poles & 100 km of cloth used, the tent city is something to marvel at

BISWAJEET BANERIEE

MAHAKUMBH NAGAHR:
As Prayagraj prepares to host
the Mahakumbh 2025, an awe-
inspiring tent city has emenged
al the Sangam. With more
than one lakh tents — mnging
from basic shelters o luxury
accommodations — this temi-
porary city is set to house over
10 lakh devatees, The scale of
the operation is nothing short
of extraordinary, with 6& lakh
wooden poles and & staggering
L0k ke of cloth vsed to con-
struct these vast settlements.
The infrastructure promises
1ol only o accommodate pil
grimsbut to provide them with
an experience like never before,
Lalloogi and Sons, a com-
pany with a century-long leg-
acy, is responsible for building
nearly 75% of the tent cty. Dee-
panshu Agarwal, the managing
parter, :.'!i.pl:ll.lwd the enor-
mity of the task. “This vear’s
Maha Kumbh is 800 hecl
ares larger than the kst one.
We started working a year-

and-a-half to prepare the
ground !'nralfi?a m?msa] proj-
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» Lofloofi ond Sons, o company
with o century-long legacy, is
responsible for building nearly
75% of the tent city

# The wark of setting up the tent
city is a collective effort of

thousands of workers, many of
wham are involved in stitching,
patching and assembling the

‘e

The tent city is @ momumental fusion of tmditiond dvarmond

et It takes us six months to
complete the tent city, and alter
the fair, we nead another bwo-
and-a-hall months 1o disman-
tle everything,"

The materials used are
equally massive. Over four lakh
poles have been setup, twice as
many as in the 2009 Kumbh.
The fabric, sourced from
across India, including Mad-
].1.}':1 Pradesh, Gujarat, Rajast-
han and Uttarakhand, covers
an area o vast it is ditficalt to
comprehend. “We're using 100
km of cloth, and 250 tonnes of
CGI sheets for roofmg” Agar-
wal added,
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A city like no other

For the Kalpwasis — the
pilgrims undertaking spiritual
penance — the Maha Kumbh
tenteity promisesboth comfort
and conwenience, In addition to
the standard tents, which offer
basic shelter, luxury tents are
equipped with marble floor-
ing, cory bedrooms, mod-
ern toilets, wooden furmiture,
DTH connections, Wi-Fi and
even healed blankets o pro-
tect agaimst the cold. Oil heat
ers are also being placed in
the premium tents to save on
dectricity,

Raghunath, a 68-year-old

Kalpwast from Rajasthan, was
overwhelmed by the gran-
deur. "I've been coming to the
Kumbh for the past 40 vears,
but I've never seen anything
like this before. The tents we
have this time are like small
homes, There is a heater, a TV,
andeven a fridge! Thisis truly a
city built for the comitfort of the
devotees. 1% beyond anything
Lexpected”

His sentiments were echoed
I:J':f' Sushila, a Eﬂ-wur-uid |.1-JJ.
grim from Varanasl, who mar-
velled at the modern amenities
provided, "I used to stay ina
simple tent on the sand, but

this year, we haveeverything —
cushioned beds, a clean bath-
room and even Wi-Fi! The
organisers have really thought
ghout our needs”

The work of sefting up the
tent eity 1 a collective effort of
thousands of workers, many of
whom are involved in stitch-
ing, patching and assembling
the structures. Kuldeep, one
of the workers who has heen
diligently making tents for the
past two-and-a-half months,
shared his thoughts, “We're
using & mix of cotton and terry-
cot fabric for the tents. We even
put a layer of palythene mside
o prevent rain from leaking
through. [t5 a lot of worls, but
wee know ith waorth it The pil-
grims are going to be comfort-
able, and that's what matters”

For Rambadhan, a 60-year-
ol worker, the Kumbh is not
fust about a paycheck, buta life-
long calling. “T've been part of
this project since the time we
used Lo get only Bs 10 for our
work, Now we're earning Rs
504 rupees a day, but the joy of
mnn"'lhuin’g tosuch a big cvent
is priceless



