‘Kumbh a significant driver
of UP’s economic growth’

Times News NETWORK

Pravagraj: The Prayagraj Maha
Kumbh is not merely a spiritual
gathering, it is also emerging as a
significant driver of economic
growth.

“Maha Kumbh, which attracts
crores of pilgrims and tourists, is
estimated to generate temporary
employment for 6-10 lakh people,
providing livelihood opportuniti-
es across various sectors. While
some of these jobs will betempora-
ry, they will enhance significantly
the quality of life for many indivi-
duals involved,” a govt spokesman
said.

With over 40 crore pilgrims and
tourists expected to visit Prayag-
raj between Paush Purnima and
Mahashivratri, the Maha Kumbh
promises to infuse vitality into the
local and national economy.

CM Yogi emphasised that if
each visitor spentan average of Rs
5,000 onbasicneed itemsand servi-
ces, total business generated du-
ring this month-and-a-half-long
event could exceed Rs 2 lakh crore.
Experts suggest this scale of eco-
nomic activity in just six weeks is

“ Maha Kumbh could inject vitality
into the state’s economy. With an aver-
age expenditure of Rs 10,000 per per-
son, the event is expected to generate
over Rs 4 lakh crore in economic activity
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equivalent to earnings of eight re-
gular months for many busines-
ses. A significant portion of this
revenue will contribute to govt tax-
es and bolster the country’s GDP

Theeventisexpected togenera-
te unprecedented GST collections,
with revenues in December, Janu-
ary, and February potentially trip-
ling. Economists project GST reve-
nues alone toreach Rs 50,000 crore,
with total government earnings,
including direct and indirect tax-
es, exceeding Rs1lakh crore.

Economist Pankaj Gandhi Ja-
iswal says Maha Kumbh could in-
ject vitality into the state’s econo-
my. With an average expenditure
of Rs10,000 per person, theevent is
expected to generate over Rs4lakh
crore in economic activity.

Even after accounting for
risks, this would be a game-chang-
er for both nominal and real GDP
figures. Chartered accountant
Anil Gupta emphasized that
Kumbh will also strengthen sec-
tors like transportation, electrici-
tyv. and tourism. The establishment
of luxury hotels in Prayagraj and
surrounding areas is already un-
derway, boosting employment and
tourism.

UP govt’s Rs16,000-crore invest-
ment in the event is expected to yi-
eld long-term benefits.

Enhanced infrastructure, such
astransportand luxury accommo-
dations, will not only support the
event but also promote tourism
andeconomic growth in Prayagraj
and surrounding areas.



